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611 Forest ats*• 
Brooklyn, Bew York, 
August 7, 1920* 


) y dear Mr. Morrison! 

After reosiTing your letter of July 29th, I have 
gone through my manuscript again and hays mads several 
changes. 1 enclose herewith a revised copy of the manusoript. 

1 sincerely hope that you will find it possible to Jaxe “^e 
time necessary to go through the manuscript carefully and 
that you will feel free to suggest any ohonges or improvements 
that may occur to you* 

You will notice that I am suggesting the title, 

"The Sword or the Cross", with the sub-title, "Which should 
Be the Weapon of the Christian Militant?* This title and 
sub-title it seems to me adequately deeerlbe the nature of 
the discussion oontained in the book. 

I am wondering whether or not a word of introduction 
for the book from some person like Borman Thomas, John Haynee 
Holmes, President osora Davis, or Peter Ainslis would be 
helpful. 

I shall be interested to know which of the chapters 
you propose using in The Christian Century* 

Sincerely yours. 


Rev. C. C. Morrison, 
1408 south Wabash Ave.» 
Chicago, Illinois. 







George T. Broiw 

DEVEIOPEH. & BTTXI-DER 
1103 TJmoif National Baitk: Bldg. 
HOTJSTOIV; TEXAS 


August 1 , 1920. 


Dear Kirby:- 

Congratulations are in order again and it teems that the years roll 
by right swiftly. We hope you are well and happy as can be. You haws two of 
the sweetest "kids" I ewer saw and you ought to be very proud of them. It has 
been a long time since I wrote you a real letter and we have been exceedingly 
busy as usual. First, I want to thank you for remembering us with the book. 

We both read it with much interest and have loaned it to some of our friends. 

Perry has his copy too, and methinks I saw a copy on the bureau while we were 
at Mother's place. • 

We went to the Ozarks for our vacation and saw what there was to see. 

It did not suit us very long as we did not ears for the high life and the food 
was not to our liking. There was plenty of it but the way it was "slopped up” 
and the results did not agree with us. We ran. into some poisoned ice cream 
the second day there and this laid me up for two days and Norma suffered almost 
as much as I did. It seemed like there were scores of people ailing at the same 
time and the nega^ porter said it was the ice cream served on Sunday night. The 
caves and springs were interesting but after you have seen them that is enough. 

So after 6 days there, we came home and got the Ford and went to see Mother at 
Lufkin. The roads were bad going and worse returning but we enjoyed it very 
much and consider this feature worth more than the Ozarks sojourn. Mother has 
a lovely place, about 2 miles from town, and they have excellent crops. Sold 
|4o. worth of tomatoes from a small space of ground and they have even hundreds 
of melons that they feed to the stock and chickens, besides eating generously 
daily to the tune of half a large melon per person at a sitting. I surely did 
feel sorry for you. Like the little boy's defini^X^i° n of salt, watermelons 
are what make you feel bad when you don't get any of them. The pigs are most 
surprisingly large for the age and the entire place looks good to me. We enjoyed 
romping with the kids and went for a ride in the Ford too. Mother was soothed 
by our visit and made over us as much as you would expect and I honestly believe 
Mr. Murry is getting to love us, he seemed to enjoy us more than Mother, if that 
is possible. The meals were good and in such quantities that I simply could not 
keep up with expectations and again I thought of and longed for you. Alma is 
looking real well and the entire 5 of them seem as happy as can be. perry had 
let Edith go up for a week just before we got there and he spent Saturday and 
Sunday there before we arrived on Monday so Mother had us all in a bunch, almost. 
Your presence would have capped the climax and Mother is real anxious to see you. 

Business has boomed greatly, then slowed up to a stand-still during 
June and July, and now is starting off again with a vim, and next month we expect 
to be selling and building with all our might. I have the nicest place to work 
that I have ever enjoyed and while I have to work hard, and even at nights in 
order to keep up, yet it is pleasant and I am my own boss, almost entirely. We 
have a rattling good stenographer and I am teaching her bookkeeping so that helps, 
perry is my right hand man in the warehouse and has more than made good. Norma 
is as nice and hearty as ever and comes with me to the office at nights when I 
work. We have the eleventh floor, large plate windows, an electric ceiling fan, 

3 lights - 100 watt each, green carpet and mahogany furniture, with plate glass 
desk tops - overlaid with green felt and desk pads, so 'tis nice here for her to 



read, write, do hand work, or anything that pleases her fancy. 

We have dropped the Bible classes during the hottest season, except the 
Sunday night one in our home. Will gradually start them up, one at a time, and 
in this manner will get more rest and relaxation than we fomerly have taken. The 
Pest Bible lessons continue, at a cost of from $140. to $150. a month, since they 
raised the advertising rates but we hope to complete the series by October first. 

I am negotiating now to issue the entire series of some 40 lessons in book form 
this fall or winter. 

It looks like the League of nations was becoming a necessity and before 
long the reds will sweep Europe and Asia to such an extent that it will foree the 
formation of a strong League of nations. I am very optimistic as to the fulfilment 
of prophecy and would not be surprised at the translation of the living saints 
any time now, before the worst storm breaks. We are not appointed unto wrath but 
unto salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord and I finnly believe that the Rapture 
and the 7 years of Great Tribulation are near at hand. Heb. 10;37* The real rough- 
house that this country faces, in my opinion, is the internal disintegration that 
is resulting from the socialist and labor union factions, in their conflicts with 
the powers that be and a revolution is threatening that will overwhelm everything, 
unless; some way is found to cope with the situation and reduce the rising cost of 
everything, especially labor. The plumbers here are on a strike for $12, for 8 
hours loafing,- and the other trades are just as anxiously biding their time. 

But the end is not yet'. The open shop movement is the only thing at present and 
is growing in favor. Beaumont has ousted the union control of the City and Galveston 
is in the throes of getting out from under the old-time domination. 

But the best that can be done will fail utterly in the long run and all 
we shall ever have before the Lord Jesus returns is but a smattering of what is 
needed and it will be clearly revealed in a short time that civilization has failed 
and cannot rise, strange as it may seem. The events of 1914-1918 with unheard of 
brutality and return to savagery of the lowest type is a prelude and index to the 
absolute smash that is right at hand, in my estimation. Circumstances are absolutely 
unsatisfactory, people are universally disappointing and unreliable, and the fleeting 
things of earth pale into insipid insignificance when I consider the real glories of 
the near future and the coming presence of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me, and is coming back that I may have a glorious body like unto His 
own, instead of the vile, weak, filthy, frail one that I possess at present. Do not 
misudderstand me, I am not complaining and appreciate greatly the temple of my body 
in which the Holy Spirit dwells and directs me into the things of Christ, but t speak¬ 
ing by comparison or contrast and according to the Scriptures, the body I now have 
is like a mud worm in the mire at the bottom of the reeds just before it climbs up ' 
the stalk and basks in the sunshine awaiting the wonderful change that ensues when 
the shell splits open,- and away goes your beautiful butterfly dancing on the breeze. 
Some sweet day, I hope and believe it will be soon, the Lord will come and fulfil 
1 These. 4:15-18 and 1 Cor. l5f-5l-53> then the shackles of earth will be broken 
and we shall rise in the glorious liberty of the freed sons of God. Blessed be His 
Name. I hope you love Him and find Him your real Friend and Hope like we do'. 


1 must close here, there is much to do, and I 'have to return to office 
tonight to catch up with some work that accumulated during my absence. Norma will 
be waiting for me downstairs in a few minutes too. I love you, Kirby, think of you 
often, and how I do pray for you. I must confess frankly on this your 30 th birthday 
that I am sorely disappointed in your spiritual standing and understanding of the 
blessed Word of God. It is not mine to chide nor do I ever hope to change you to 
my way of seeing things but I can honestly commend you unto God and His Word and the 
Holy Spirit who imparts as much of the truth to any of us as we will receive and dis¬ 
pense to the glory of the dear Lord Jesus Christ. "There is a way that seemeth right 
unto a man," you know the remainder. So keep close to the Book and beware of going^ 
in the bread, wide way with such a gat el 



Lovingly, your brother, 






George T. Brotot 

DEVELOPER Sc BUILDER 

nos TJmonNatioitai. Ba^stk: Bio>g. 
HOtTSXOK; TEXAS 


August 12, 1920. 


Dear Kirby 

We received the magazine with your article on "The Church and 
Human Progress." It has been read with much attention and will cause 
much deep thought, I am sure. I think it is the best thing you have 
put forth to date. We are even bolder in our teaching, only we cause 
Bible study and a further search into the reason for such condition, 
and the remedy. We call it "apostasy" or the falling away from the true 
faith, which began in the first century. I wonder if you feei^is we 
do, that the present age will intensify and increase its position, 
instead of reversing and standing on the truth? 

Had a nice letter from Mother today and she states that they 
are doing as well as could be expected. Our trip, together with those 
of Perry, Edith and Alma, etc., is doing them a world of good and giving 
them something to think and discuss outside of the routine monotony. 

We ate dinner last night with Perry and Edith; it was our first 
meal in their home, although they have been with us several times. The 
meal was a nice one, heartily enjoyed, and then we resorted to the swing 
and front porch to cool off. Edith played a number of pieces on the piano, 
sang some for us, and then Perry joined her, with his melodious voice. 

He says he is only excelled by his brother Kirby'. Perry also knocked off 
a piano duet with Edith and is looking fine and feeling real good. Edith 

is working (prepare yourself) and started in on $10.00 a week. She is the 

/ 

head of a department already, in one week, at Kresses. Perry was against 







it, of course, but wisely let her have her way for the present. It seams 
to have been a childhood roman^ftic desire to clerk in a store, now being 
gratified. The experience will do her good and she says she had rather be 
down there than spending the entire day at home alone. Her music teacher 
is away for the summer, Perry is at warehouse all day, so she had time to 
spare. She is really elated over the fact and says she will quit whenever 
things are not pleasant, or she does not feel like continuing longer. We 
think a few weeks will satisfy the feeling for work in a store behind counter. 
After spending the evening pleasantly until 9:30 o'clock, we took a ride in 
the Ford and had some ice-cream too. We are planning a trip to La Porte one 
night soon for the four of us, possibly will go in bathing too. 

I hope you are feeling fine and that the Lord's work is prospering 
to His glory and your own spiritual development. perry is surprising me, 
the way he is coming out on Bible lines. He and Edith were at Bible class 
Sunday night and the Gospel hymns please him very much. I believe he will 
yet develop into a real devout person. His skin is so good and clear now, 
and with his white flannels and sport shirt, with white shoes, he makes a 

good looking picture. Edith is proud of him, and he is a regular 'foil' 

about her. 

The vacation accumulation is still before me in part and I have been 
grinding out three nights a week since my return to work. However, we are in 
better shape now than ever before and I hope to get by with one, or possibly 
t/wo at the most, nights a week. I am getting ready to go after another raise 
in salary as soon as things pick up and the situation justifies it. The rain¬ 
fall this year is excessive, has rained here on 51 out of the last 60 days, 

I heard today, and the boll weevil is getting the cotton as a result. It is 
quite sultry and the heat is so oppressive that folks generally complain. But 

the Lord is good and we have no growl coming over a little stickiness. I wish 

we could see you soon but suppose it is out of the question. Uust close here. 



Lovingly, 






611 forest Are.. 
Brooklyn. BY., 
August 16, 1920. 


Vy dear Hr. Morrison: 


1 have Just received tho enoloBed from Sherwood 
Bddy. In a letter written at Stockholm he request* that 
I forward it to you, for publication in The Christian 
Century, if you deeire to uee it. He makes this request: 
"Por the present do not mention my name in connection with 

it." 


The next time we meet I hope to tell you ® er *®* n 
things about Sherwood Eddy's plans for the future, in which 
you will be keenly interested. 

In oats you do not care to make use of the 
enclosed statement, please return it to me. 

Sincerely yours, 


Rev. C. C. Borrison, 
1406 south Wabash Awe., 
Chicago, Ill. 
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Recruitment Secretary 

D. O. Cunningham 

College of Missions 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

OVER SEAS SERVICE 

United Christian Missionary Society — Disciples of Christ 

Christian Woman's Board of Missions <&& Foreign Christian Missionary Society 

URGENT Call For SO Evangelists, (men and women) 40 Educationalists, (Kindergartners, Superintendents of Primary , Middle and High 
Schools , College and Seminary Professors, ) 30 Doctors, 20 Nurses, 2 Journalists, 2 Printers, 2 Agriculturalists, 2 Architects, 2 Industrial¬ 
ists, 6 Social Workers, 2 Engineers, 2 Business Managers. 

■. 



Indianapolis, Ind. 
August 17, 1920. 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

611 Fairview Ave., 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dear Brother page: 

Hr. Inman v/as in my office yesterday 
and in talking about available men for some certain important 
work on the various mission fields he spoke of you. I have 
not written you, possibly I did send you a letter more than 
a year ago, but it was decided months ago that there were a 
few persons whom Mr. Corey and Mrs. Atwater had been 
cultivating and that they should continue to do so. For 
this reason I have not broken into their plans, so have not 
approached you myself. 

I am sure that I have no need of attempt¬ 
ing to bring your attention to the need for workers on the 
various fields because you are familiar with them. I 
suppose that long ere this you received our latest publica¬ 
tion entitled "Somewhere in all the TJorld." Not knowing 
definitely however, I am sending you a copy. There may be 
some items of interest in this to you. 

If I understood some of the members of 
the Candidate Committee who were speaking of you sometime 
ago I believe you are primarily interested in Latin 
America. I am writing at this time to inquire if you have 
in mind any particular task in Latin America, and in the 
second place if you would be in a position to consider 
work in any other country. 

Hoping to hear from you at your earliest 
convenience and sincerely trusting that you may be in a 
position to consider foreign work at a very early date, I 
remain 


Most sincerely. 



DOC/AC 


v 
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Berlin, Germany- 
August 18, 1920 


My dear Kirby: 


Your letter of July 30 reached me here in Berlin, It brought me 
solid satisfaction. Like myself, you are going out as Abraham did 
and going out not knowing whither you go. It may start you for life 
on the track of Rauschenoush and Ward, It is a road that leads some¬ 
where , 

I appreciate all that you say auout your local situation. You will 
find difficulty in trying to do two things and it may not be best for 
your nealth, but I will leave it to your own judgment as to whether 
you will try to do both or not. If you feel that you cannot resign 
from your church on January 1, but that you could do so on July 1, I 
would be responsible for the sum of SZOO a month from October 1, 1920 
to July 1, 1921, This is the sum; you suggest for a stenographer or 
church visitor and help required to set you free to devote eight hours 
a day to research and investigation on the social and industrial prob¬ 
lem. 


There are many advantages in beginning October 1 ratner than in 
January, I should have my ammunition ready to be^in firing, and rapid 
firing, early in January, I have sent over six or eight articles on 
the various countries in Europe through Mr, Grose or the Y.M.C.A, who 
sends them out to the religious press in America, I am going to write 
articles on Poland, Russia, Egypt and Turkey. Following these articles 
I shall continue sending into the religious press articles on the so¬ 
cial question, I shall begin writing these in England, describing the 
situation there and gradually leaoing up to the social Question in Am¬ 
erica itself. When I get to the States I wish to send a stea$- stream 
of articles to not less than seventy religious papers in the United 
States. Doubtless some of them will refuse to print some of the arti¬ 
cles if they are radical. 


With regard to the material which you collect, I would suggest that 
you yourself begin, though preferably not before January, to send cer¬ 
tain articles to the press, especially to the papers of your own oabom¬ 
ination, If I am known at all in connection with foreign mission and 
Y.M.C.A, work, I may get a hearing at the beginning on the social Ques¬ 
tion and I shall need to use a greatt deal of your material. It -s a 
matter of indifference to me whether anytning goes out uiiaer your name 
or mine, or anyone else's, I would nave no hesitation in using your 
material if you are willing I should do so. The main thing is T®. 

speedily maice a deep and powerful impact on the conscience of the e 

lean Christians ana of the American people. 


You will know be t what material to collect. For one tiling I would 
suggest that you study very thoroughly the best books on tne social 
uestion written in America by Americans. I greatly enjoy a 
article and the clippings which you sent me. We will neer to begin 








a regular filing system in open folders,readily accessible, where 
the material cut from papers like "The New Republic", "The Nation", 
etc., together with our typewritten excerpts taken from cooks in 
the libary can be filed under convenient headings, I shall make a 
study of conditions in England and of some of the best English authors 
and endeavor to meet the leaders of the labor movement while I am 
there. For one thing, we must give a clear and popular exposition 
of the Guild System to America and get it before the students and 
Christian people as they have got it before the English people. 

Let me mention a few lines on which I am going to obtain material 
and which I wish you would follow up, (1) Collect all the best con¬ 
crete facts, statistics, and incidents showing the present unequal 
distribution of wealth ana the evil effects of same; all possible 
facts on poverty, low wages, bad housing, slums, etc., just such facts 
as I have quoted in my new book "Everybody's World" on page 15, We 
c-n use tons of such facts and, for some reason, it seems difficult 
to get them. Such reports as tnat of tne Commission on Industrial 
Relations to Congress, 1916, ought to be worth investigation. Give 
us facts and ever more facts', (2) If you can confer either yourself 
or in my name with Diffendorfer, wno has worked up the wonderful sys¬ 
tem of charts for the Interchurch Movement, and find some way of 
graphical representation of these facts, it would be valuable. It 
might be worth while for you' to call in on my friend George Hodge, 
libarian of the Y.M.C.A., 347 Madison Avenue, as to suggestions on 
graphs ahd charts. k chart showing how many boys graduated from the 
elementary school, how many from the high school, how msny from the 
college and university might be worth while for the students as show¬ 
ing their responsibility. Hodge could give you these facts on educa¬ 
tion. (3) Can' you get a little material to back up my outline which 
I shall use in certain connections on the social principles of Jesus, 
showing these in contrast to the present materialistic world order? 
Those principles are as follows: 


1. Personality. 

1. 

Property. 

2. Brotherhood. 

2. 

Strife, 

3, Service. 

3. 

Profit. 

4, Liberty. 

4. 

Repression, 

5. Justice, 

5. 

Injus tice. 

5. Stewardship. 

6. 

Selfishness 


Can you work a little on tne concrete application of these abstract 
principles of Jesus to industry? For instance, supposing a business 
man comes to me and says, "I accept all those principles. I am in 
dead earnest. I admit the failure of the present system. What am 
I to do as a business man and how can I concretely apply these prin¬ 
ciples?" I confess I cannot at tne present moment adequately answer 
these questions, <4) I would like some clearer facts, quotations 
and arguments on the right of collective bargaining, the reasons for 
the closed or open shop r the history of the trade union movement, 
and its justification, and such definite and concrete material that 
will enable me to stand up before a Chamber of Commerce and not only 
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talk to them but answer tneir questions ana meet them on their own 
ground. It will not be easy for me to do this as I am a novice in 
this particular field. I wou d like to get yeaxs of experience, liv¬ 
ing in the slums, working as a laborer, joining the trace union move¬ 
ment, reading hundreds of cooks and oecoming an expert, nut tnere is 
no time for that. I have got to start speaking in January and tnat 
on an almost continuous schedule. That means 1 must turn 1,0 y® u 
almost finished material. I shoula De glad if you would work out one 
or two concrete addresses yourself backed and^buttressed by st ti ti , 
facts, quotations, arguments and material tnat you wou^a use ‘ 

I coula use in talKing either with college students ox , wnat s much 
more difficult, to business men who know their business ana tneii ci 1 - 
ficulties much better than we do. They wil^ swallow no ^opia. Ho , 
for instance, can you meet theii question, now can you •• u « 
Industry and at tte same time preserve the initiative, ingenuxty, ,nd 
triumphant advance of inaustryV How can you demoratizeinduStrywitn 
out getting a lot of ignorant factory hands muadling £*Y£lx!uS 
who are merrly interested in aoing a minimum ox f„ii individual in- 
pay? Hot.- can you sooiallae industry and yet keep t u eir state 

Socialisv^eems 0 to 3 cripple 3 initiativemultiply"officials anc red tape, 
B^e tte cost of operation of railroads, etc., greater and coes not 
result in efficiency. 

rtr SrriStter1nStl^ e s^ Ind nos immediately to apply 
these principles to existing business. 

I would surest tnat you not only read and mW* 

articles and material, t '^ t a J*i Cl eg 1 0n different aspects of tne 

rough, articles or portions fresh in your mind and you get 

problem. That is, when some book 1 that QO ok or making 

a clearer idea, instead °* ?® r ® J time to write a short, rough article 
excerpts and quotations, take tne time to uSe lat er when we 

°to ?£ seventy religious papers and 

many secular ones# 

I wish you would continue “ e nol*and*to incorporate certain 

doing since it enables me to read ^ f e “ d geg \ h ich I shall have to 
facts and quotations m the series o . Go t0 it and prepare 

prepare in England and on the homeward journey. 

the mateiial as best you can. 

You may use your own Judgment with offUe‘ 

S $2 fl&bSft&jS* tnougn I am sure what room » will Ce. _ 

som of tnese e- 
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You, of course, have access to any of these we got if you apply to 
librarian who has charge of my books in Room 911. Some of the social 
books are outside in the hallway. Most books can simply be read rapid¬ 
ly in the library and excerpts, quotations and outlines may be made, 
but when you get a really valuable book, like Ward’s "The New Social 
Order", it should be purchased. All such books can be bought in my 
name and charged to my account with the Association Press for one- 
third off. Hunting, the head of the Book Shop, is a real socialist 
himself and has several hundred good books for sale there. You can 
purchase books up to $100 as you may need them, I enclose a letter 
to Miss Van Houten who has charge of the Sherwood Eddy Fund, I will 
request her to pay to you the sum of $200 a month, beginning October 
1. I will also request Hunting to furnish all books to you that are 
needed, charging same to me. In case anything happens to me, my wife, 
my brother, Mr, William E. Sweet of Denver, Colorado, and' Sidney Gamde 
will see through any financial project or any undertaking which I had 
entered upon with you, 

I shall pray that you may be guided in your preparation and I in 
mine before we begin the campaign in January, 


Eve^ 



Rev, Kirby Page 

611 Forest Avenue 

Brooklyn, New York 








August 19. 1920. 


My dear Marv: 

Just a few lines to tell you how good it was to 
have you here for the visit. I am sure that the three of 
you together did me a world of good. I hope you had a 
splendid time in Iowa. 

You will he interested to know that Charles was 
elected Chairman of the Board of Governors. This 
election has worked out splendidly. We could * ett 

men as chairmen ol‘ the two boards than Stine ana gharles. 

I had a most interesting visit with the Director 
of the physical department of the Central Young Women s 
Christian Association yesterday. They are going o ® e *V 
out a trained director to lead our classes o* yp^.ladies 
one night a week throughout the year, and post.loly two nights 
each week. The expense to us of this trained leadership is 
to be nominal indeed. ** will also undoubtedly be aole to 
get splendid cooperation from the Y L C A. Prospects for 
the coming months could hardly be brighter. 

I shall be keenly interested, to hear of Gary’s 
reaction to the possibility of your taking up this.work 
next The verk here undoubtedly offers tremendous 
opportunities for service. Bay I tabulate certain phase 
of this situation? 

(1) Here is a field with simply unlimited numbers of 
people, toward whose spiritual lives relatively little it 
being attempted - a field with unbounded opportunities and 
relatively no competition with any other church or in¬ 
stitution. 

(2) The building now being erected is unusually well 

adapted to the kind of work needed here. Ye* oh ^ c ^®® i " 
our brotherhood have a better all around w £ ut 

have here - many churches are larger and most expensive, but 
few can be used to good an advantage as this one. 

(3) The pastor of this ahurch iB to have the assist¬ 

ance of an unusual staff of co-workers. In adaition to 
the help from Webber, the YWCA and YMCA. he 1 ^ 

Kew York City to draw from in securing prominent speakers 
and workers in many different realms. In no city of the 
country is there such an array of talent to draw from as in 

Hew York City. 
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opportu^trt 0 P “ t pL«« h io’rJ h ^1 n ?ir ?J Te “ un “*“* 1 

fields in the *rld 5! J?i . ne ? f the most n««<iy 

than the local comminity *11 mI® an . ^influence far wider 

creasingly oJJeotKSf £1* "** g f 0w8 18 *»“ 

apeaker at conference, and convention!!" 1 " n”* dera ? n ‘ i *• a 

here may well become a model after Shich «?!n? hedoeB 
he patterned in Ji*T ier »nioh similar work will 

ie be^rdone ^de^^^ai.^ce 6 : 1 ’:? 1 ?^^: 0 f iDM ‘ hi * ««* 

Vieeionary Society. u »P»=ee of the AnericanChrietian 

to become «“ opportunity 

Kirje^s.^ ^&«°sJSJay 

doubtodly be raieed m' n?Lcn® ouv ? m ° ney * Ul un * 

■have all too little eucceeeful city 1 tiesi B on°»o£k ?o“oint i<56 


opportunities for"neraor^l l 'ara°th <i Ct T n , a P a0 tor find suoh 
Bj devoting your morning* 1 ***-? 1 !? and development as here. 

at Union and Columbia, you eould^ aUendance at « n »*- 
year, take your Ph.U. and have a 

surpassed by only a few ™ 7f ana experience 


endance at cour.ee 
within a period of five 
an education and 
men in our brotherhood. 

find a ehurci^that offera 0 ? 6 ^ tile + nite<i -tate. could you 

the investment^ aTe^YoTyo^f 58 f” 
here in Ridgewood? your uie thaft the church 

sufficiently e t rSn£ ™ t h e r£ YufJY 18 t0 • you •*» *« **Uf 
in coming to a definite -ispr,, . e r “ n ®**or*L'U. advantage 

could then slowlC make our &S ?°° n as P° 8Bi ^ a * Ve 

xjr ma * e our arrangements accordingly. 

from you ir^tni. connect ion tim ? expect a lon fi letter 

will join your, that God may le^d Tn ToT^TrUnl H^ion. 

the end oASt'SIE 1 * JJ£ e ® tin « * 1 " a and the children at 
. hearty welcome" 0 *** Y ° U “ y be ,ure the * receive 

With love to both of you. 

Ever your., 




August 20* 1020 


Sear Leak: 


Your good letters of August 7th and 12th were 
greatly appreciated. I am so glad that you were able to 
take a vacation, and especially that you could visit mother. 
Your visit did her a'lot of good. Alma has greatly enjoyed 
her visit with mother and 1 sincerely hope it did all of them 
a lot of good. I am awaitin;: their arrival home next week 
with the utmost eagerness. It has been nighty lonesome 
business to have them gone so long. The fact that three old 
Drake friends were with ire for a pjirt of the time helped out 
a lot. 1 have slowed down considerably during the past 
month, resting up a little since I do not expect to get away 
for- a vacation. Am feeling firet-rete. V.het you say 
about perry anti zdith is most interesting and encouragin. 

I am so glad that they are well mated and deeply in love 
with eaoh other. I surely hope that you have a successful 
business experience during the coming months. 

I am indeed interested in your comment on "The 
Church and Hunan Progress." A second article, "Jesus and 
War", has just appeared and l &.m sending you a copy. I 
judge from what you do not say that you are not entirely 
in accord with the ideas expressed in "Something Fore." I 
should be glad indeed to get your criticism of this little 
book. I hope you are successful in getting your series 
of articles put in book form end that the book will do a 
lot of good. 1 think I did not tell you that my little 
book on war, of which the above articles are a part, is to 
be published this fall, probably under the title, "The 
Sword or the Cross." I am keenly interested to see what 
sort of a reception it will receive - probably it will be 
oussed out by those persons who take any notice of it at all! 

You will be greatly interested in another little 
book upon which I am working now. It has to do with the 
question, Is the World Growing Worse? It will probably 
have the title, "In the Making." For a long time I have 
been puszled to know whether the world is worse now than in 
past times and for the past six months I have read voluminously 
on the subject. I am now putting my material in shape and 
hops I can get it published. The book will probably have 
the following ohapters: Knowledge in the Making, industry 
in the Making, Democracy in the Making, Morals in the 
Making, Religion in the Making. In this manuscript I am 
trying to compare the worst features of present day life 
with the worst phases of life at various periods in the 
past. The study has been a most profitable one indeed for 
me and I hope it may be of use to some others. 









?*r. Eddy haB made me a proposition in which you 
' will be interested. Beginning the first of January he is to 
begin a nation wide evangelistic oampaign in the collegee 
of thia oountry. Por twenty yeare he hat been doing very 
successful evangelistic work in all parts of the world. 
Recently he has felt tha need of a new and deeper note in 
his message, namely, the application of the teaching and 
principles of Jesus to the complex conditions of modern 
social and industrial life. In his evangelistic message 
now he proposed to oombine the emphasis upon individual 
salvation and the application of the principles of Jesus to 
the end that social salvation may also be possible. 

He has asked me ii l would care to resign from my 
ohurch on January 1st and devote ry whole time and energy 
to his work. ?.^y time would oe divided between a number of 
kin is of activity - evangelistic meetings, writing for 
periodicals, possibly a book now and then, personal work, 
and with a great deal of time devoted to study and research 
work for ir, Eddy, gathering material that will be useful 
to him in hi6 addresses, articles and cooks. 

Vy obligations tc this church are such that I can. 
not get away as early as January. he expect to occupy part 
of our new building acout October loth and to change pastors 
so soon might be disastrous. X have written to l!r. Eddy 
that under certain conditions I might give him oart of my 
time until July 1, .1921, at which time I could resign from 
th® ohurch and take up his work. ,Ve are already planning to 
employ a man to give his full time as Director of Activities 
in our new building. If in addition to him, I also had the 
assistance of a full time Church Visitor ana a Stenographer, 

I could devote eix or eight hours a day bo study and research 
work for T-lr. Eddy, preach on Sundays ??.nd use my evenings for 
the general supervision of the church work. To finance this 
it will be necessary for Er. Eddy tc pay $100 a month each 
for the Visitor and the Stenographer, at the rate of $200 a 
month for six or eight hours a day of my time. I am awaiting 
his reply to my suggestion. If he agrees to this, we plan 
to employ a housekeeper and thuB leave Alma free to give 
praotioally her whole time to visiting and the work of the 
church. The Y Y/ C A ie going to send out a trainea leader 
to direct our work for young ladies one evening each week, 
and we will also get splendid cooperation from the Yl'CA. 

With such a staff - Director of Activities, Church Visitor, 
Stenographer, Y M CA and YWCA workere, in addition to 
several experienced looal volunteer workers - 1 think we should 
begin to make a real impression on this comnunity. 

We have been meeting in a store building - most 
ansatisfaotory indeed - and yet during the past ten months 
we have received 69 new members into the ohurch. We are now 
getting our organisation in shape for the enlarged work this 
fall. Prospeots are encouraging indeed. 
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d( XJUsT 

'XA—^7. a~y^_j ^£37 <^-‘<-^ ^,7^. 

" iy ! elf- „ There are atul “«V f lawe and weaknesses 
*? "* v araot f r ani jy spiritual life is not as deep as it 
b ft* ■ 1 *“ E lon £ wa y froin having attained. But I 

can say this, 1 am pressing forward and a a striving earnestly 
*® g°J i? grace and knowledge. I can say honestly that iy 
chief aesire is to render my maximum service in advancing 
the Kingdom of God. I covet your continued prayers. 

v . 1 ‘' l *‘ rer:i embering that your birthday comes soon. 

^‘ C ^J ear f >' 0Ur Xife find you nearer the One thorn 
to know is life indeed. Hay your efforts be blessed with 
success and the joy of helping others. 

.,. . 1 am writing ferry by this same mail, but if you 

will show him tnis lettei- it will save me the time of re¬ 
writing certain facts contained in this letter. 

Y.’ith much love to both of you, 

Affeccior.ately yours. 


LtCkk. JLc I <i It 




Christ in t ; e Sunday: School u the otuer is to be a mcfr e popular course for ; 
the weneral public:., he are planning a little bit on a union fleeting, nere 
tnis^all uurinp' tue month of 1'ove.uber witr.t'he taree .local - pasters o.uring-trio 
'■"eacnins. If this doe.s. not Materialize I shall nolo, a ;..eetin & xor our enurto 
during that .time*.. hell, I guess that a ives you what we are trying to uo m a 
general v»:ay. fc - v *. - - — * - 

ITou 1^ su.;;p.ose- oota of 'you %ij:I oe interested in nncn> in 0 gone - 
toiim *<Sf Oar- nome life, ..;e think we have tue finest little girl that ever liveo. 
One is gust pas,t,'lb months ana has a vocabulary of a cut go worcs, u-ainest 

of which is -a<My. W is-very slow in walking ar.u is just ace to taae 
ctena and teat, not very, often, Jne is a very good oaoy naturally, -oes oo 
Cij'uron every Sunuay mornih, for both services but seldom in tue evening. ^ 

aer. motner -are goin s to nee chines tomorrow uonte* *>r a few Z 
I 6 -o to Cttuasra to attend tue -ministerial -saociation men** for toe *?*£ -- 
Ji“trict.' I return ,-n ./ednesuuy and tney on *aurauay. wn yes, -ilk, A foioOo 
to tell ■» that I l««k, to plw self. * hive , 9 hoi. 
he eh ont“ai>ont naif a tne ttaw tnae far. It is a area* 1 

lot- Of time . Zsoecially is it a good game for fat people. 1 we-rt ovei tue 
200 W # mark t is winter so you readily eee that I am needing, some suen strenuou- 

exercise as tnat of Loff • 
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ALL scripture is given by inspiration of god and is profitae 


HOUSTON. TEXAS. AUg . 24,, 1920. 


Dear Kirby: 

Received yours last night, glad to hear again, and think the 
Sherwood Eddy proposition a good one for you. I have been told that 
Eddy is a believer in the Coming of the Lord and that he is earnestly 
seeking the truth and walking in the light that he possesses. ' Your 
book "Something More" is not so bad; it shows a lot of deep.thought 
and wide acquaintance with scientific and literary efforts of others, 
but it not Bible exposition, therefore I regard it morerlightly than 
if it taught people the Word of God. The things suggested are good, 
if considered on the proper premise, but the great lack, to my notion, 
is how to attain unto the "Something More." It is not sufficient to 
simply direct people's attentions to their deficiencies and the short* 
comings of things in general without accounting for the reason and 
pointing out the remedy. I do not mean to be harsh with you, nor 
unjust in a criticism of the book, therefore I passed it by without 
saying much at the time. What you need is more Bible study and to 
exhort in Scriptural language instead of scientic utterances. The 
world is "fed-up" on science and sociology and "uplift" stuff, and 
needs the old message of the death, resurrection, ascension, present 
intercession, and coming again of the dear Lord Jesus. Mind you, I 
do not say that people want the Bible message but they need it, and 
it not wisdom to give them what they want irrespective of fitting 
the Scriptures; anymore than for a surgeon to let a critically ill 
person whimper around as to what he wants, or does not want. There 
is only one thing in this world, Kirby, that is worth while and that 
is a fuller knowledge of the Word of God, the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus, and to surrender to the working and leading of the Holy 
Spirit indwelling every true believer. This will knock out a lot of 
fame, personal ambitions, and what the world calls "success" bit it 
will result in soul salvation and the upbuilding of your own life, 
and most of all it will please Him who gave up everything and who 
loved us well enough to die for us. It is a choice though between 
pleasing men and doing His pleasure, at the risk of incurring the dis¬ 
pleasure of those watchipg you. "If I would please men, then should 
I not be a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ." There is no remedy for 
earth's wrongs and out-of-jointed-nsss except the pereonal presence 
of Jesus Christ again on this earth. To preach Him, and win souls 
is wise, but it looks foolish to me to spend time cleaning up the 
outside and leaving the interior untouched. Social service only 
whitewashes the outside of the sepulchre, what people need is re¬ 
generation, not reform. I am praying for you and believe the Lord 
can use you, if you let go, and let God. 

We will be at Perry and Edith’s tonight with Alma 
and the children. Norma, accompanied by Ella Pearson, is leaving 
tomorrow night for three months, or more, in Denver. She has over- 
worked so long that it is needful to change the altitude, get away 
from telephones, class work, and other peoples burdens, and do naught 


TO SERVE THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD AND WAIT FOR HIS SON FROM HEAVEN" 














but relax and rest• We dread the separation but it seems best to see 
if the climate and environment up there agrees with her, if not we will 
seek some other change. We will rent out the house furnished, and I 
will retain the front room and eat meals downtown. My position is too 
good-to give up now, and it costs too much to break up housekeeping and 
move around to a new place, on uncertainty. We hope that she will be 
benefitted sufficiently after a few months change to resume her place 
here; but if not then we will consider moving up there, or to such a 
point as does agree with her. This is a wonderful place, I-am told , 
up there and we believe it will quiet her nervous spells, rest her 
mentally and physically, and enable her to get back to where she should 
be. pray for her welfare and that we may be brave in the separation and 
true to the Lord and each other at all times, it is a great relief to 
both of us that Ella can go with her and they will probably,secure light 
housekeeping rooms, and enjoy the sight-seeing together. I must hurry 
so excuse abruptness. 

Lovingly, your brother, t - 
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August 23rd, 1920 


Rev. Kirby Page 

611 Forest Av©. 
Brooklyn 
New York 


My dear Kirby: 

Your letter of the 20th: instant came this morning 
to my great relief for the address whieh you wrote with 
a pencil on your card had been so nearly erased while 
travelling around in my pocket-book that I could not possibly 
make it out. First I want to thank you again for the little 
book which I read in camp and found immensely interesting 
and personally very helpful. I hope it is but the beginning 
of your work along that line and it is indeed a good begin¬ 
ning. The paper came the other day from Chicago with your 
article and I enjoyed that too and perhaps should admit that 
I quite agree with it. There was much that I could read 
between the lines and it seemed to me that you were writing 
with great reserve and self-control, far from expressing all 
of your feelings especially from what I recalled of your con¬ 
versation in New York a few years ago. 

Now as to Mr. Colton, I want to thank you very much in¬ 
deed but I have not had any word from him since seeing you. 

We enjoyed very much the little visit with you which was 
all too short. Mrs. Munger joins me in love to you and Alma 
as does also mother. 

With best wishes, I am 

Fraternally yours 


r 





Telegrams: “CHICONCOM.” Shanghai 
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Telephones: North 2025, 2026 
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THE CHINA CONTINUATION COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 

SURVEY AND OCCUPATION 


Office of Survey Secretary 
5 Quinsan Gardens, Shanghai. 


Aug* 26, 1920, 


Mr. Kirby Page, 
Association Press, 
347 Madison Ave., 
Sew Tort City, N.Y. 

Dear Kirby: 


I have just received an announcement of 
your boot "Something More," which, is on sale through 
the Association Press. I wonder whether any of the 
MS which we talted over when you were in Shanghai 
finds place in this boot. Whether it does or not I 
want to drop this brief line to assure you of ny own 
interest and delight in this accomplishment of yours. 

May "Something More" be the beginning of something still 
more and so on. I am ordering the boot to-day and will 
read it with heaps of interest. 

Please let me hear something about your good 
self whenever you have time. 

SinceuSLy yours. 


MTS / 0 
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•j^oEydon, Iowa, 

august 29, 192C. 


bear Mr "by and Sill,- 

I am go Mg to ask you to overlook and pardon tnis duplicate 
letter. 1 will try and close each one with a personal note but I thought in 
order to save time and since I will be telling hot., of you about the same thing 
I would inflict on one of you a carbon copyl I have owed Mr by a letter these 
innay and many a moon. I am dictating down stairs and your letters are upstiars 
so I do not know just when I received tne last one from you and as the yonng lady 
is taking her afternoon nap I do not J a S i. to go upstairs for feat I snail 
wkken her. I hau a good long letter from bill not so many days ago and I have 

kept it on my desktj in front of me, to be a reminder that I ewe you letters. • I 

find that $fc^ola bunch l^M at brake, is very similar to other bunches, '..'e 
make great resolutions about how me are going to keep in touch 'with one another 
and then we drift off into separate interests and are very soon lost in tne mist 
and fog of our own busyness . 1 wrote a letter a long time ago to -“eland but never 

received an answer, a„d I think now I have no ctner correspondentsj if indeed I 
can call ^ou correspondents, but you two. bill, I am quite sure I 'wrote to you not 

long after I wrote to *.elenad but it is my fault tna: I nave not heard more often 

from Kirby. 


I, however, nave kept more in touch with Mrb„. than he has been 
able to keep in touch with me. while 1 nave been nid among tne clue grass mils o: 
southern Iowa, Kirb|y fits’ cone out into tne limeiignt as an o .tnor and essayist. 

I read your two articles in tne Onirstian Century and I nave also sent for your 
little b ,ok, dome thing ^ore, and nave read it. Cf course 1 was much interested 
since tney o.ame from your pen, as X am always interested in vmtening ai_^ tning tiiat 
comes from our bunen. I am afraid that Mrtn will nave to represent us at tne 


au tn or' 


ro o 


;t, however. I non* t k..olf about tne rest, out x 


trend of til inking wouin not loon well in 
on 1. J immediate future . 


id : U eldda. 


I xi.il ( 


i h w i 


afraid triat 


nskU. UbLV b L/aU. 


-~y ov/n 
results 


* 1 iicid a snort visit witu ^rt in %)mi 6 at|fjur owa c qitv out ion in 
yes ii.e s , and also vvitn li’rod GSf and I sa’.v ^.ditn ^onos xcr jiic t a noi:.6nt • 

yracie 2rij® was also present . not very niany of tne dralie men of our day were ttiere. 
It was not a very interesting convention for after all, tne dig tniny of these 


conventions i; 


t-iS feiiowsnip, ar>u. w nun one Knovvs so low, you fexi x6it out* ^ioyu 
Sllis, Bunny warren, a nd I were in a class By ourselves, conn nirscnler was tnere 
but I tnink for only a p-rt of one- session. I haven't much nope for tne work here 

iJ&lowa. Kverytning is in the control of tne reactionary ounch am they see it 

very carefully that no one is elected to office in either btate or nifetrict work 
who* does not line up to tneir own type of thinking, fney nave completely killer. our 
ctate -oaoer, will on finally to escape bankruptcy, sold out to tne otanaara ana nas 
ceaseU .vabliomtion. Cur -fate paper has been a totten deal eve: since mlancnaio. . 
was driven out as editor, things around brake are not as nopeiul as I »<omu line to 
=ee tnem. b am afraid Kedbury and his bunch are too muon in control ana tnat -res. 
Holmes and Man oald.ell are pisyir.* tne pm t toe much us tajts « 

°^ c rat on a gi , canoainn last fall to raise n a ox tnat, tflP«PA 

£T°,£ l ^“o Uese: In dune naif been raised less ^ a million uoUai, 

ly. ; nttie over v lug,bwu for the Bible a 0 Uege . F. J>. nersenner ism tne mm,- 

■Joile^'e simp! as a aiplomatic move. Our little enureh nere in 

to toe ible college in casn ana pledges so you see 1 am not as optimistic as I 
should be, yet for our little enuren of 20o members, it will compare favorably «itn 

tne otner churcnes of tne state. 





V.'ell, I suppose I should 0 ive an account of myself as "best I 
ca^, which account I assure you will baot be very brilliant, ./nils the work in the 
small county seat towns ia important, yet at times it is siery monotonous and many 
a time I nave wondered whether it would pay to stick it out and make a real exper¬ 
iment, or to give up and go to sauae more populous field. I realize that tne larger 
places are fed from such towns as 0 or yd on and tne stamina of our country depends o 
upon our rurla districts. 2ne question in my mind is whether one should make the 
sacrifice and give his life to the smaller community or go to the larger place where 
one coulu do a bigger work, for no uoubt it is a sacrifice. One is deprived of the 
use of libraries, of tne comradeship, of big minds, and must necessarily narrow him¬ 
self to tne little problems of a small community. Our principal problems of our 
community are tnoee of church, card-playing and dancing at the Oountry blub, gofl 
tournaments bunday mornings with a big dinner ett noon, wrestling- matches, street 
carnivals accompanied by a pavement dance of the local people, gambling and betting 
at OountyyVair horse racing-. 2wo of my elders belong- to the bounty Club,- one of 
tnem and nis wife dance,— he also nss been known to drive out on Sunday morning 
and play golf until too late to get ready for church services. It so happened that 
one uunday evening I passed tne, home of one of my deacons, just after our service. 

It was summer time ana the duors were open. 2hey were having a card party of three 
tables, ihy choir director and music leader, anu these are mighty few in a small 
town, attends church only when he has no where else to go. For three bundays straig 
ne has motored out of town. 2ne ^resident of my board, a deacon and a trustee, 
nas not attended a service out twice since last winter, once in -april and another 
time in oune. x ne need of Christian work no doubt is great in such a communit and 
it cnailenges a man’s patience and Christian faith to continue. 


ue have tried to do a few tilings tnis year nere . 1 attempted to 
do. some special work in Jan. and Jet*. leading up to.faster and then we had a pre- 
kaster meeting lasting a week wnicn was not a success either in attendance or re¬ 
sults. 2ne next Sunday after has ter we began a ocnool of missions with four classes 
union averaged about 10 in a class and for eignt Sunday nights for ane hour we 
studied missionary work. In ^une , in company with tne. otner two ministers of 
Corydon, we took -21 boys for a ten-days camp in a Y. k. C. camp at horning, Iowa. 
During- six of tne bundays in ^uly and august, we gave a pageant at 7 ; 3U of six dif¬ 
ferent missionary points of interest nere in tne united btates. i'hese pageants 
helped in a big way we fefcl, in getting ahead of a summer slump. Cur evening* services 
held up' remarkably during tne summer, for following tne pageant we had our regular 
evening service, Another thing wnicn is ratner unique for us, in Corydon, is that 
we have hired a teacner,- you may know her, bill, L-iss imna Van k 0 ert, who has 
just received her lister’s from tne U. of C. in tne religious Education Dept.- who 
Wilr give all of ner time in the teaching of tne Bible in our school tnis winter, 
ue nired her by public subscription, but me will use tne school for her class rooms, 
fnere will be courses given in every grade ana at least one course in the high 
school, wnicn course will be elective. 2ne grade work, we are hoping to ^ive in 
eacn grace room, fe believe tnis is s omething in adv^nas in tne way of Religious 
Education. 2ne only other place tnat I know of, that is similar to our plan is 
"St Van Cert, Cnio. *-iss Van koert arrived tnis afternoon ana I met her. Je have 
a union meeting planned for tonignt, at v/hich time we expect to stress or rather 
to popularize our Bible work-in the scnool. It is along these lines that I have 
been spending :.*y time. I have been doing a little reading but not nearly as much 
as 1 want to* I just recently sent $10 as a memBfer of tne Institute of bacred 
literature and will receive tne American Journal of x neology and the Biblical ..’orId 
tnis winter, besides I will have a reading course, wnicn will have in it several 
volumes. iiirby 1 suppose you nave seen knelow’s little book, Bible and tne war. 

1 suppose of course from your own writings, that you wlulu take many exceptions 
to tne little book, altnougn I fefcl tnere is much trut in it. I read Case's 
book ofi tne Pievelation of Jonn tnis suimner. which I suppose was tne stiffest read¬ 
ing I have done. I am planning two courses of study for my church members this 
'winter. One will be tne feacher's draining Course on now to teach tne of 
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First (Christian (Church, 

MARVIN O. SANSBURY, MINISTER 
JENNINGS, LOUISIANA. 


Dear Kirby: 


September 7th, 1920. 


■ le s- re actually settled down again in our own home 
and things are beginning to run pretty smoothly again. I 
found whin I got home that the church here had preaching 
only one Sunday during all the time of my vacation. X have 
been more than pleased with the way in ^hich they are taking 
up the work agaian. 

Maty did not return with me for on our last day’s 
visit in Missouri her grandfather died so we decided that 
I should some on and Mary would s&fcy a few days. 

We had a great visit in Iowa and Missouri. I 
enloyed preaching for the people in Iowa again. Religion 
isfunctioning in Logan as much as it used to. I guess 
that the majority of churches in the United States are 
having a pretty hard tine. 

Well Kirby I cannot tell you how much I enjoyed 
my summer with you. We had some great old times together 
and I regard them as highly as gny part of my summer's 
experience. It wan mighty kind of you to take us three 
fellows in as you did. I hope that Alma fid not find It 
too difficult to get things together when she returned. 

I am -sure .that you were tackled to death to see her and the 
giddies again, j shall never cease beisg grateful to you. 

I am somewhat worried over local conditions 
since I returned. Rain, rain, rain, theit^has been no end 
of it and you know what that means for rice at harvest time. 
But that is only a part of the story for there Is no market 







First QJfrrtstran (Uhurrh, 

MARVIN O. SANSBURY, MINISTER 
JENNINGS, LOUISIANA. 

for the grain. The rice is being piled in the ware houses 
and there are no buyers. If conditions do not change very soon 
we are going to have a lot of bankrupt people around here. 

You cannot interest them at the present time in extensions 
of any kind. We are hoping that conditions will soon 
improve. The condition worries me for I hardly know 
how to regard the situation for I feel that if I even planned 
to quit them just now I might be deserting them just when I 
am neede^most. I think of the Ridgewood situation daily. 

I pray and meditate over it. I must have more time. Mary 
IS giving the proposition serious thot. Mary hates to 
think that you are leaving the situation for she feels that 
you are the one to make the church achieve its maximum results. 

I think your elections have worked out ^'cniidly. 

I am glad C v erles was elected to the presidency of the 
"Yard of Governors. 1^. is great that the Y. W. is coming 
to your assistance. I am so anxious to hear of your 
opening weeks in the new plant. I do hope that it is 
ndering completion. I saw very little building on my trip. 

And there they ware building they were having all sorts of 
difficulties. 

I am wondering if you have hea^d from Mr. Eddy 
and j istVrhat he thought of yrnir propositions. 

Mary and I wish you and Alma every success with 
your winter’s work. send ollir best regards. 
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611 Forest Avenue, 

Brooklyn, HY, 

September 9, 1920. 

By dear Marv: 

Steady youraelf1 I have a real eure enough 
proposition to make to you. Can you think of any circum¬ 
stances under which you would he willing to come to Hew 
York City this year? 

l£r« jgddy has agreed to the proposition contained 
in my long letter, a copy of which you saw. He has authorised 
me to draw $200 a month from his fund beginning with the 1st 
of October. A wild thought has occurred to me that possibly 
you might be interested in returning to Union and Columbia 
for full work this coming academic year. 

Would it be at all possible for you to Join me here 
in October as Associate Pastor, at a salary of $200 a month? 

You could devote three afternoons each week to 
ohuroh visiting, three evenings and Sundays to the general 
work of the ohuroh, and still carry full work at Union and 
Columbia* With all of your mornings, three afternoons and 
three evenings free, you could get a world of studying done. 

As to whether or not you would do any regular 
preaching, that would depend entirely upon your own wishes. 

If you prefer to be relieved entirely of sermon preparation, 
it would be quite satisfactory to me to do the regular 
preaching. On the other hand, if you would prefer it so, 
we could reach a satisfactory division of the preaching, ry 
thought is that your main responsibility would be personal 
work and visitation, with the entire supervision of the 
musical program, and a share in the supervision of the general 
work of the church. 

Alma and 1 have talked it over and are agreed that 
if you ao desired you and Mary could live here at 611 with 
us. You may remember that there is a small hall bedroom on 
the second floor, in which you could sleep. We could have 
our meals together, using the kitohen, dining room, office 
and parlor in common. By paying only half of the $20 a month 
rent and your ratio of the grocery bill, you could very 
materially reduoe your living expenses and get along quite 
easily, it seems to us, on the $200 a month. By getting Htb. 
Heck to come in for two dayB each week to do the laundry and 
heavy house v/ork, both tary and /.lma. by dividing the rest of 
the house work, would have a good deal of freedom and would 
be able to do exceedingly valuaDle church work themselves* 

Of course, if you so desired, you and Mary could get a 
separate apartment, although that is difficult to do right 
now due to the shortage of houses. If you decided to come 
in with us, you could use as much or as little of your own 
furniture as you desire, storing the balance for the time 
being. 
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Building operations are moving along all right 
and it now looks as if we will be able to enter our new 
quarters about the middle of October. 1 do not need to 
enter into any argument to oonvinoe you of the simply 
unlimited opportunities afforded here in Ridgewood. If 
you should come for this work here is the kind of a staff 
we would have. 

Marvin 0 Bansbury and Kirby Page joint pastors. 

John J Webber, Director of the Community Center. 

Mrs. Sanabury and Mrs. Page free to do a considerable 
amount of ohuroh work. 

A trained instructor to be sent out by the YWCA 
to lead our classes of young women each week. 

Geo.H. Bonnington, former physical director in the 
YPCA, for volunteer assistance. 

Two excellent ohalrmen of the two boards in Stine and 
Charles. 

A nucleus of splendid Christian workers, like Brothers 
Adams, Werne, Leonard and Sisters Stine, Webber, 

Mary Smaw, Catherine Hacker, etc. 

With the best equipment in this part of Hew York 
City and with such a staff as this, it seems to me that we 
ought to accomplish a unique and really worth while Christian 
service. 1 know of no Disciple ohuroh in the greater olty 
that will have an opportunity equal to this one. 

By next July you will have completed another year 
of full work in Union and Columbia, and the work will be in 
such condition, in my opinion, that 1 can drop out altogether 
and let you take up the rei/ne and go it alone. Bren then 
you would be able to devote all of your mornings to study 
and could pick up your Ph. D. in a short time. 

It sesaw to me that this combination offers a real 
opportunity both to you and to myself. I earnestly hops that 
it wiil be possible for you to get away from your present 
work and to enter upon this greatly enlarged opportunity. 

It seems to me that if you are thinking at all of 
beginning this work next July, about which we talked, there 
would be an enormous advantage in your being here from the 
beginning of the new work and having a share in guiding it 
from the very etart. Then too under this plan you would gain 
a full year in your academic work. 

After you and kary have had time to think this over, 
please write me fully and frankly how you feel about it. If 
you could not arrange to get here in October, perhaps you could 
in Hovember or Deoember. 

in case you do not feel that it will be possible for 
you to take up this work at all, will you pleaae wire me 
inmedlately , so that I may take the matter up with someone 
else. 
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I have my heart quite eat on your taking up thia 
work and earnestly hope that it will be possible for you to 
make arrangements to have your present work provided for eo 
that you may oome here in the near future. Perhaps this la 
not just the way to put it, but I really do believe that hr. 
Eddy* a offer makes possible a combination that nay never oome 
again to either one of us. By working together, and assisted 
by such a staff. I believe we could make an unusual impression 
on this community. 

^waiting your reply, if In the affirmative by 
letter, is. in the negative by telegram. 

Affectionately yours 


P 8 It seems good to have Alsu and the children home again 
The trip did them a lot of good. 
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CHAIRMAN 

JAMES W. FLEMING. M. D. 


TREASURER 

H. F. MOLLENHAUER. 


SECRETARY 
FRANK J. SLATER, 


Eastern District Branch 

Young Men’s Christian Association 


BOYS’ DEPARTMENT 

JAMES H. FOST, Ckaikm# 
CHARLES H. CAREY, B. H. E. 
W. b\ LANGDON 
LEWIS NT. ANDERSON, M. n. 
EDWIN NEFF 

EDWARD B. WIGHT, 1). J>, >i. 
DAVID U. MOORE 


MARCY AVENUE NEAR B«OAI)WA\ 
BROOKLYN, N. Y, 

Telel’HONE, 3800 Williamsbukgh 


C. O, BERGEMANN 
E CHANDLER 

Secretaries. 


OUR AIM 

To co-operate with the home, the 
church and the school in the mould¬ 
ing of character and to bring into Ihe 
lives of boys such good fellowship 
and helpful friendship that they shall 
be won to clean, sturdy and vigorous 
Christian living. 


September 16, 1920« 


IUt. Kirby Page, 

611 Forest Avenue, 
Brooklyn,N«Y 0 

Dear Hr. Page 


A rally supper and beginning of our Bible Study verb 
will bo held for our Employed Boye on Thursday evening, October 7th 
at 6:30 o'clock. 


I have read your boob "Something Here* and was thinking 
that this bubject could be put to these fellows in about twenty-five 
or thirty minutes asking them to think of something mors in God, Han 
and Jesus Christ, as they study the Bible this year. 


Ve hope to have between 60 and 70 boye at this supper 
and extend an invitation you to come and give them an inspirational 
message at that time. If there are any older boys you would like to 
invite with you, we shall be glad to take care of them. 


COB/H 



Sincerely yours. 
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CABINET 


J. W. Hewitt, Chairman 
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W. W. Gordon 
C. S. Porter 
W. E. Rich 
W. T. Rich 
T. Richards 
H. A. Ritchie 
W. P. Underhill 
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OFFICE: ROOM 1, EAST HALL 
H. A. LUM, General Secretary 

‘WAR EMERGENCY COMMITTEE" 


L. V. Bower, President 

E. O. Titus, Vice-President 
W. M. Mooney. Sec.-Treas. 
R. H. Anderson 
E. R. Clinchy 
A. Dodd 
B. C. Froidevaux 
D. C. Gordon 
R. J. Keeler 
G. R. Larkin 

N. G. McCloskey 
J. H. Underhill 


September 20th, 1918, 


Mir. Maxwell Chaplin, 
921 Madison avenue, 
Pew York City. 


Dear Max:- 

I am very glad to hear that Mrs. Hyde and her 
son Edward are going to be here at Wesleyan some Saturday 
in October. Please let me know far enough ahead of time 
so that we can make it when there is something special going 
on such as a football game or some similar oscasion. I cer¬ 
tainly will be glad to meet Mrs. Hyde because I have heard 
so much about her and liked her manner over the telephone. 

We will have to make a regular party of this, the kind that 
used to be when Prank Bookman was here. 

We had a bunch of about nine fellows down at the 

* 

shore who met with Kirby, and he certainly delivered the 
goods if anybody^did. He got-right down to brass tacks 
and told them that they could do nothing in prayer or Bible 
Study unless they felt the need for it in the world today. 

He emphasized that a man must feel the need in his own life 
for Christ and that in the life of nations today we could see 
the failure because men had left Him out of things. Then 
again on Sunday afternoon he gave us a talk on personal work 
that was a peach. We got the whole bunch ■ZQwrf e and this 

next Sunday we are going to meet to compare results. It is 
such a new and such a green bunch that it needs all my faith 
to believe that much is going to be accomplished, but as 







Max Chaplin #2 

Taam used to say "You must have Fay." 

Clarence Shedd was here yesterday and everything has 
"been fixed up all right for my remaining here as Secretary 
of the YMCA. You will never know me when I get dolled up in 
one of those uniforms. Then you lobster, you if don't salute 
me I'll give you a kick where it will do the most good. 

I am dying for a sight of your smiling countenance and 
don't he surprised if I drop in on you some evening next week 
and yet again, don't he surprised if I don't. 

Yours till the bench breaks. 






H.A.I.k 











611 Foreat atb 
S eptember 22, 1920. 


Vy dear Warvin: 

1 an keenly disappointed at not haring reoaired 
a letter from you in answer to my proposition. I reoeired 
your telegran last Tuesday, it read as xollowe: "Cannot 
come to New xork in October, letter follows. n No letter has 
been reoeired to date and I an quite unable to determine from 
your telegram whether you might be able to come later in the 
year or whether you are interested in the proposition at all. 
If you hare not already done so. please write me immediately 
just how you feel about the whole matter. 

John Gratton has resigned the church at Buffalo* 
due to the faot that they were unable to keep their promise 
regarding churoh finances and a new building. He is back 
in Onion this year. If you are interested in this work 
here and think you could take it up next July* possibly I 
might get John to assist me during the academic year. By 
working together 1 think the two of us oould hare the work 
in good shape for you next July. in oase the proposition 
does not appeal to you at all* then I ought not to lose any 
time in trying to looate some good man who can succeed me 
here next year. There would be a big advantage in having 
the man who ie to take the work permanently here on the Job 
ae my associate this year, If possible. 

Work on the building is progressing satisfactorily 
and we are definitely planning to begin our new work with 
an er&ngellstic oampaign on October i?th. Y/e hare just made 
a find in a couple by the name of Bishop. He is a good 
singer, trained ohoir leader, plays the oornet and piano, 
and is an all round experienced church worker, as is his 
wife also. They are former Baptiste, now llring in this 
community, and are coming in with us next Sunday or the 
Sunday following. They ought to be of lots of help to us. 

I am still hoping and praying that it may be 
possible for you to take up this work, either in January or 
next July. If you oould come in January this would be rsry 
much the better plan, it seems to me. In the meantime, 1 
could make provision for temporary assistance. 

If you hare not already written, do take time to 
send me a long letter by return mail. 

Alma joins me in sending love to both of you. 


Kver yours. 






611 forest at*.* 
Brooklyn, MY, 
September 22, 1920. 



tty dear Brother Cray: 

I am quite concerned over a letter which has 
oome from Brother imekley, in whioh he aaye the decision 
of the Board concerning the possibility of a further 
advance to make our new building hnbitable will probably 
not bo reached until after hie‘return to Kansas City on 
the 28th. *hen he was out here at the building a week 
ago. I understood that he was going to communicate with 
the Board and seek to get an Immediate decision. Of 
course, 1 realize that it may not be convenient or possible 
to get the Board together on short notice, and that the 
Board may not care to act until the personal report of 
Brother Fuckley is received. 

The local situation, however, is such that every 
week's delay is a real lose to our work. Our lease for 
the store building in which we have been worshipping for 
the past ten months expiree on October 15th and we have 
notified the landlord that we will not renew it. «e have 
been definitely assured by the contractor and hie superin¬ 
tendent that if they ere authorized to go ahead without 
any delay, they will have the building ready for us on 
October 17th. 

October 1st is by far the bast time of the year 
to enter a new building. 7,‘e ore re-organizing our whole 
Bible School and each week after October 1st that we are 
denied the use of our new quarters will have a serious 
effect on the Sunday School, te are making definite plans 
to begin our new program with an evangelistic campaign, 
and have set the date for the beginning of this campaign 
on October 17th. 

I have just talked with 1®r, Kramer and he tella 
me that after a few days all available funds will be 
exhausted and the work will have to oome to a stop unless 
another advance ia forthcoming. If your Board does not 
reach a decision until the regular October meeting, the 
effect of the delay on our constituency will be nothing 
less than disastrous. For ten months now our folks have 
been huddled together in a most unsatisfactory store 
building end with as much patience as possible have looked 
forward to the opening of the new building. For months 
and months we expected to get into the new building not 
later than September let. Then the date wae puehed 
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ahead to October 1st* Then to Ootober 17th. I simply 
cannot sit on the lid much longer. Morale will crumble 
and our whole year's program will be endangered. 

If your Board should deem it unwise to make a 
further advance, I simply do not know what would happen 
to our work. A satisfactory program cannot be carried on 
with less space than will be available when the part of 
the building now under construction is completed. To 
complete only the gymnasium now, leaving the rooms at 
the rear of the building unfinished for the time being, 
would shatter beyond repair the program we have outlined 
for the coming year. 

At beet our work is going to be greatly handioapped 
because of the lncompletlon of the entire building, v.e 
are going to feel this handicap keenly in raising our 
local budget, which will amount to about $10,000. To talk 
about raising a large budget with only a gymnasium at our 
disposal seems to me out of the question. 

I went over our program in some detail with 
Brother ?;uckley and told him something of the staff with 
which we expect to begin our work. In addition to the 
director which the ohuroh ie employing to look after the 
social and recreational program, 1 have secured a private 
gift of |200 a month with which to employ an Associate 
Pastor. V=r. Sherwood Xddy is advancing this $200 a month 
in return for certain reading and research which 2 /cub 
doing for him. . With two pastors and a director, in 
addition to volunteer workers from the Y i C A and Y V C A 
and our own church people, it does seem to me that we 
should accomplish a really worth while work in this 
community. Our whole program will simply be knocked in 
the head If your Board declines to complete the part of 
the building now under construction and the $57,500 
already invested will not bring adequate returns. 

Mr. Muckley spoke of the possibility of selling 
the house in v;hich our family and the Webbers are now 
living. If this is done I have not the remotest idea 
where wc would ever be able to find a place to live. 1 
have known of people looking for an apartment for months 
without success. To sell this place would seriously 
interfere with my work. 

Mr. Brown, the contractor, says that if ha is 
allowed to go ahead without delay he can have the building 
ready for us by October 17th. To do this it will be 
n *oesaary for him to move forward without any delay, a 
case in point has to do with his plasterers. He now has 
a orew of plasterers on the job with whom he has a private 
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wage oontraot which la below the market prioe. These siii 
men will complete the plastering thus far authorised by 
the end of the week. Unless Kr. Brown gets further 
authorisation to proceed with the plastering of the gymnasium 
and rear rooms he will be compelled to let them go, whioh 
means a delay in securing new men and the possibility of 
a higher wage. A delay on the part of your Board in 
reaching a decision may bring about the entire oessation 
of building operations. 

I am quite aware of the faot that Hr. kuokley 
and others of your Board feel that the reason for the 
misunderstanding and consequent delay 11ee with us here 
in Hew York. That may well be. I am not in this letter 
entering into that phase of the question at all. I am 
only endeavoring to state my own personal opinion of 
the consequences to our work if your Board delays its 
decision or dsolines to advance the amount needed to 
oomplete this part of the building* To repeat my earnest 
conviction, I believe that the consequences of further 
delay or the refusal tp complete this part of the building 
would be nothing lees than disastrous to our work. 

With sincere appreciation for all that your 
Board has so generously done for us here in Ridgewood, 

Sincerely yours. 


Hr. 1.:. H. Gray, 

603 Kew England Building, 
Kansas City, 9^. 
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Valley Junction, Iowa, 

September 22, 1920 


Dear Kirby: 

You have discovered "before this that whatever correspondence 
I do is terribly erratic. There is not much else about it to be 
discovered, but that is at least something. 

I confess to having purchased, for friendship's sake a lit¬ 
tle book called "Something More." But honestly it is not entirely 
for friendship's sake that I have read it, and I have enjoyed its 
fullness of facts and striking illustrations. I am glad to have 
it for itself.*' There is this bit of comedy about it: I sent the 
published price for it, sent it promptly when 1 received the an¬ 
nouncement, and was unusually surprised to receive from the pub¬ 
lisher a request for "something more." 

The other thing worth writing is to say that my church board 
has decreed that their pastor shall go to the St. Louis convention 
with expenses paid. It is the first time they ever attempted any¬ 
thing of that kind, but 1 did not demur a bit. And of course that 
arouses a genuine, personal interest in the gathering of the boys 
of the John Irving Roberts club. 

We preachers of the Des Moines churches meet occasionally for 
tea chatter, and the spirits of us all are waxing mighty. We are 
singing songs of victoiy already for the year that is opening up 
in all our churches. How much of it is due to natural preacher, 
weakness we shall learn later in the winter. But in one of our 
city editorials, together with mention oi the waves of crime, was 
acknowledgment too of a rising tide of spirituality. Are you feel- ’ 
ing the same hopefulness in the East? To me the most remarkable 
discovery of the Interchurch movement was the vast difference be¬ 
tween church people and even the nearest approach to them, as shown 
in the great success of the church canvasses and the failure of 
the "friendly citizens" canvass. Under the stress of war we were 
all unselfish; but reaction carried' everybody else away except the 
church members, who held very faithfully to their ideals. It made 
me feel that there is more than a surface difference between the 
church member and the man outside who says he is as good. And if 
we shall go on into this winter's work with a continuance of vision 
and achievement in the church, I shall feel still more confident 
that the hope of the world is in Christianity, and that the hope is 
well founded. 

I suppose you remember that we have been planning a Sunday 
School house here. I struck a snag in the person of an enthusias¬ 
tic deacon who is a carpenter and knew exactly how such a house 
must be built (although he does not even come to Sunday school). 

His plan was small and cheap, but he industriously preached it and 
got a good lead over me. But I sat solid for slowness and study 
and for bigger things that will give us opportunity to give big 
service to our community. I may lose a deacon, but I think things 
are swinging toward the larger plans. But it will be sevei’al 
months at least before we begin to build. 


Sincerely , 






Houston, Sept. 25, 1920 


Daddy Kirby, Mother Alma, and the Kids:- 

Haw are you folks today? The article "Jesus and War,” in the Century 
magazine, came and is eagerly noted. It is quite good. Sorry to hear that the 
ankle has been bothering but hope it is well ere this reaches its destination. 

Norma writes glowing accounts of her sojourn in and around Denver; 
has been away just a month tomorrow and we are planning for her to remain twe 
mere months in order to secure a real rest and benefit from change of climate. 

Ella is with her but will be coming heme in a few days. They have walked lots 
and Norma is off 3 or 4 pounds in weight already, and hopeful to lose even more. 

Business is erratic *nd Mr. Broun has about decided te disband his 
building organization, discontinue the warehouse, and switch te a ready cut house 
manufacturing concern. Perry's services will be dispensed with for 3 to 6 months 
beginning Oct. 1st, until the new plant is ready for operation. Suppose he will 
work at odd jobsjuntil Mr. Broun is ready for him again. My position seems secure. 

I am about caught up with the office work, since building operations have slacked 
up, and have been enjoying some sleep and secular reading. Trimmed one of the 
Y.M.C.A. checker sharks last night, 8 to 3, with several draw games. Perry still 
cleans me up howebe/r. I also find time to visit around with the members of the 
classes and enjoy the social evenings with them. The Houston Post Bible lessons 
are completed, last one to appear in Oct. 3d edition. Certainly a great relief too. 
I only have the Sunday night class now and am taking it easier than for several 
years. Cot good meals at Y.M.C.A. while Norma is away, % cents each on meal 
ticket, which includes however a pint of sweet milk with cream in it eabkisegl. 
Weight is I 83 # and I am feeling fine and dandy. Hope you are all well and in 
good spirits. Edith is still working, they are now boarding at 1603 Milam St. 


Lovingly, your brother, 









First COhristfent (Sbnrrb, 

MARVIN O. SANSBURY, MINISTER 
JENNINGS, LOUISIANA. 


September 27th,3.920. 


bear Kirby: 

Your letter of the 22r.d reached rne t^ls morning. I cannot 
imagine aby I did not receive It earlier. T am mire that you 
have recel’vd the night letter of yesterday so that you know I 
have come to a decision. 

This conmunoty Is facing the worst condition It has ever 
experienced. You see we have a bumper rice crop but there Is no de¬ 
mand for rice. The papers tell us each day of conferences that 
are being held and that we will know after a certain time just 
what the outcome cf the situation will be. The bankers keep 
telling us that after a conference that is to be held In two 
or three days v:e will ’mow and o re have been ptr off fro* 11 day 
to day md today X kno« iio nr about the iltu tion than I .'si 
••hen*. T wired ‘wu^>Ug 

How I feel that I have kept ' r ou waiting too long but 
I have never been In a situation economically like this before and 
I have come to my decision after mjich prayer and medit.tion. The 
He * York work has weighed heavily or. my rind r. _.erh-aps I have 
come to the wrong decision but these people have been so good to me 
an’ our work in the state must go forward and I belleee I can do 
a piece of ' ork here rlth the help of dbd that .111 tell for the 
Kingdom--; advancement. Yen can get a m .r. more easily than these 
people. 

th.e *au 

11 2 tic 

givin then ■ sixty a\-:m r.ctici- . If I Iww here y ■: mw i ailc 
feel that I was deserting these people just when thay are in the 
most critical period of their history. Selfish ambition would prompt 
re to leave but I do not h ” . tie "feeling" ttr t T ould be doing 
right if I left. In otfrr words the Lord doesn’t seem o tell me 
that I ought to go to New York. 

You have been very kind in ’’’•our regards for me and I 
appreciate your kindnesses and real heart felt interest. I appreciate 
you very touch and I feel I see the need the Me • York work but 
I do not believe the Lord wants me to go to the city at this time. 

I * glad the building operations are going forward sc -ell. 
Happy t * learn of the new family you t .ve found. Awfully sorry 
to learn of 3ra 11 on 1 s miscarriage of plans. 

Kirby I wish you w uld stay by that work there and iUt it 
on its feet 1 , i:© m*m In the ’-to rid can do the piece of work hat you 
have pl'-rjic z. for Ridgewood hut yourself. 

If I h'-ve taken lots of time It has been because of a 
troubled mlr.d and not bemuse I was careless of the situation# 


I wish you well and If you must leave Rudgewood I 





First GJhristtan (Shurrh, 

MARVIN O. SANSBURY, Minister 

JENNINGS, LOUISIANA. 
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Kirby Page, 

611 Forest Ave., 

Brooklyn, N. T« 

Dear Brother Paget 

A+ «. an petal meeting of our Board held today, Brother Muokley reported 
his reoent conference with reference to the Ridgewood Heights Ohuro ^ 
fcuiidlnff and after due consideration the following motion prevailed. 
Salt m addltionS gift of *10,000 be aade to the Ridgewood Heights 
ttwrtTBM 0 UyS?H. Y., to complete It. building, this mount to be 

the limit." 

I trust that this generous aotion upon the part of our Board will ena e 
the Building Committee to complete the building aa outlined. 

With best wiehes for the euooese of your work there, I am 

Tours truly. 


MHG/JP 


Secy & Treae 
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Kirby Page, 

Brooklyn, IT. Y. 

My dear brother Page: 

You will be glad to hear that the ^oaxd of Church 
Extension today granted an additional gift of $10,000 bo as 
to oover the neoessary $9,863.69 which it will require to 
pay for everything and oomplete the building according to 
the statement of the building Committee. It was a distinot 
viotory and a very gracious thing for the *oard of Church 
Extension to make this additional appropriation of $1C,CG0 
which will now make a gift of $30,000 to the Ridgewood 
Heights Chur oh. This is in addition to the extra ;i 15,000 
granted as a loan. 

I am sure, my dear boy, that this will make you 
very happy for your service next Sunday and I want you to 
announoe it to the Chuxoh. This is, of oourse, to oomplete 
the present building, inoluding plastering, floors, plumbing, 
furn&oe and everything. 

I wired Mr. Kramer today and told him to telephone 
you. Mr. Gray is writing to Mr. Kramer. 

With cordial good wishes, I am 


Yours faithfully. 
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REV KIRBY PAGE 

611 FOREST AVE BROOKLYN NEWYORK 

uncertainty of rice situation has cause, my belay in writ.no 
feel I MUST STAY BY THESE PEOPLE AT THIS TIME 
BO NOT COUNT ON ME AT ALL I APPRECIATE YOUR 
REGARB FOR ME WISH I COULB SEE MY WAY CLEAR 
TO GO/NEWYORK BUT BUTY SEEMS TO SAY REMAIN BEST 

REGARDS 

MARVIN 0 SANSBURY 
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611 forest Are., 
Brooklyn* KY 
Sept. SO, 1920. 


■ My dear McPherson; 

Let me tell you how muoh I appreciated the oppor¬ 
tunity of having that good talk with you today. It has 
occurred to me that there might be some advantage in 
writing a brief summary of the moot important iterne which 
we discussed in our conversation. 

Through the generosity of Sherwood Bddy, a fund 
of $200 a month is now available for the employment of an 
assoolate or joint pastor of the Ridgewood Church of Christ. 

If you are able to eecure a substitute for your present work 
and could take up this work here with me, this salary of 
$200 a month could begin at any time convenient to you. 

Ae to the amount of time it would be necessary for 
you to devote to this work. I am willing to make this 
proposition: That you set aside definitely your Sundays for 
a day of concentrated activity and that you plan a full 
afternoon's vieltlng on Wednead&y and cooperate in the 
various parts of the Wednesday evening program. Beyond this 
I am willing to leave the matter to your own judgment as to 
whether you spend Monday evening or some evening in visiting. 

I am willing to go so far as to say that I should be eager 
to have you take up this work even if you do not feel that 
you can do more than devote Sundays and Wednesday afternoons 
and evenings. Of course, it would be a great advantage if 
you could give one evening a week to visiting. I am willing 
to trust your judgment in this regard. 

I am making this proposition with the distinct 
understanding that you are not to beoome an assistant 
pastor, but an associate or equal in every respect. T .ve can 
make a satisfactory division of the preaching and all matters 
of general supervision. Your suggestion that you assume 
definite responsibility for leadership in religious education 
meets with my entire approval. 

May I jot down briefly certain factors about this 
work here which seem to Me to be unique and highly challenging? 

The Field - Here is a population of from 50,000 to 
80,000 within easy aocess of our church. A good proportion 
of these people are employed in various lines of industry. 

A pathetically small percentage of them are receiving 
adequate moral and spiritual instruction and are actively 
engaged in Christian work, without exaggeration, there are 
thousands of children in this community who are receiving 
no religious instruction whatever and whose characters for 
the most part are being inadequately trained. In spite of 
this large and terribly needy population, there is not in 
this whole community an institutional church, a Y U C A, a 
YWCA, a public park or adequate public playground. 
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no wholesome recreational center* or any institution, aside 
from the publio schools, which is attempting to guide and 
direct the social and recreational life of the people. As 
to their spiritual needs, it would be difficult to exaggerate 
in this regard. The field is not overohurohed - in fact, so 
far as functioning ohurohes are concerned, it is sadly under- 
churched. Even after we use our building to capacity, only 
a small fraction of the population will hare been reached* 

The Building - Included in the part of the building 
which will be ready for oocupanoy within the next three weeks 
are the following: the gymnasium, 34 by $5 feet, large enough 
for regulation basket ball and other games, which will also 
be used as a social auditorium for entertainments and mowing 
pictures, seating 400 people; the eooial room, 30 by 50. for 
ijroup social occasions; the social parlor, 30 by 35; game 
rooms, shower baths, dressing rooms, kitchen. The gymnasium 
will M serve quite/ satisfactorily as a meeting place for 
church services. The gymnasium, the social room and the 
Bocial parlor can be used as three assembly rooms for a 
departmental Sunday School, with the game rooms, eto. as 
class rooms. In addition to the $72,500 which the Board 
of Churoh Extension is putting into this building, a special 
grant of $5,000 has been made by the trustees of the old 
Lenox Ave. Church, with which to adequately furnish and 
equip the building. Taken altogether, we will have by far 
the most useful building and equipment of any Disciple 
church in the Greater City and the most useful building of 
any religious body in this part of the city. 

The Staff - Two pastors - a full time director 

of recreation - a trained instructor from the 7 V C A to lea 
the groups of women - two former Y V C A secretaries in our 
membership, from whom we may expeot generous and highly 
useful oooperatlon • a college man of unusual ability and 
devotion as chairman of the church board - two public school 
teacherB and a small nucleus of fairly well trained Sunday 
School teachers - a half dosen men of epritual consecration 
who are willing to devote time and energy to downright personal 
work •* about the same number of faithful women. Of course, 
this is not to say that there are only a dozen faithful 
members, simply that these dosen are unusual. 

The Program - A continuous evangelistic campaign 
from week to week, through the pulpit and personal work - 
a comprehensive and thorough program of religious education - 
a far reaching program of recreation, equalling in many 
respecte the programs carried on by Y ¥ C A or Y If C A. ~ 
oonetant experimentation in new ways of applying the 
Christian gospel to various phases of life. 

¥ay I remind you that there is more at stake nere 
than the moral and spiritual welfare of the local people? 
Ridgewood has been selected by the /jnerican Christian 
)/issionary Society 'and the Board of Churob Extension as the 
place for a thorough going experiment in city missionary 
work. It ie not too much to say that the eyes of our 
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brotherhood will be upon ue here. If we e&n make tnis 
work conspicuously successful, it will undoubtedly hare a 
far reaching effect upon the whole city missionary program 
pf our people. An opportunity is offered here for pidneer 
experimentation that is.unsurpassed. 

1 do not need to remind you of the utmost 
importance of an adequate presentation of Christianity in 
the great oltles of this country. You are fully aware of 
the faot that we Disciples haws thus far failed utterly 
in doing our full share of this important olty work. To 
hare a share in leading our people into a more adequate 
olty missionary program is no small responsibility and 
privilege. 


Purely I have said enough to oonvlnoe you that 
I believe this church offers an unsurpassec challenge for 
the investment of a portion of one's life and energy. If 
you are able to secure a substitute and be relieved of 
your present work, and oare to take up this work here, I 
am convinced that you will not have cause to regret it 
and that you will feel that your efforts here are bringing 
big returns for the Kingdom of God. 

I shall await your decision with the utmost 
eagerness. You may be sure that my prayers will join yours 
that you may be led in reaching so important a decision. 

Sincerely yours. 


Evergreen 6730. 





All Forest Are., 
Brooklyn, K, Y. 
October 1, 1920. 


Vy dear Mr. Eddy: 

Xhe several letters which have come from you reoently 
have been read with the utmost eagerness. Haturally, I was 
especially interested in your long letter of August 18th in 
reply to my letter concerning our situation here. 1 have 
delayed answering this letter in the hope of being able to eay 
something definite about having secured the needed help here. 

Your offer of $200.00 a month surely is a generous one and 
will relieve me of a great burden in connection with this work. 
Since writing you about this matter it nas occurred to me tnat 
a better arrangement would be for me to employ an associate 
pastor with this $200,00 a month rather than a church visitor 
and stenographer. Consequently 1 am on the lookout for such 
a man and have one or two likely leads. 1 shall doubtless get 
a decision on this matter Boon, with an associate pastor and 
a director of activities, in addition to volunteer help from 
the city Y.T.C.A. and Y.Y.C.A., we surely ought to make a con* 
tribution to the life of this community. 

I am beginning today, concentrated effort on your work . 
1 have gone through your various letters a numDer of times and 
shall make an effort to do what 1 oan along the lines you sug¬ 
gest. It is possible that among the nrterial I have been col¬ 
lecting on my own account during the past nine months tnere may 
be something of value to you. In the hope that this may be so 
I am going through my notes and making typewritten excerpts of 
any items tnat seem to me to have a possible value to you. A 
part of this material is being used in the manuscript oi a 
proposed little book which l am calling "In the Kaking." 1 have 
just about completed this manuscript and will send you a copy ox 
the xiret rough craft shortly. You are, of course, at liberty 
to make every possible use of any or all of this material that 
may seem to you to be valuable. 1 am going to submit tnis 
manuscript to Porilian first. °f course it may not be worth 
publishing. If you have time, I would greatly appreciate as 
detailed criticism and comment as you may care to make concern¬ 
ing this manuscript. 

I have oonoluded tnat I could not do better in seeking 
material for your use than to spend three hours a week in 
Professor Ward's olasses. I am enclos ng in this letter a 
page from the Union catalog tnat wkll show the two classes I 
am expecting to visit regularly. I think I will save time in 
locating certain material by this procedure and will also have 
the benefit of the Valuable suggestions from Professor Yard him¬ 
self. I shall be glad to get your reaction on this point. 







You surely hare an ambitious program ahead of you and 
one that offers simply unbounded opportunities. 1 ehall surely 
put every ounce of strength and energy that 1 have into co¬ 
operating with this program. 1 think probably I shall begin by 
giving sustained attention to the preparation of the pamphlet 
setting forth the application of the Principles of Jesus to the 
Sooial and Industrial conditions such as you suggested. 

I ahall also begin putting in rough form oertain 
materials that may be used as the basis of your articles for 
periodicals. 

I should like to go on record right now as saying that 
1 have not the slightest oonoern whatever about receiving credit 
for any little work that I may do. If I can collect material 
which will jusip be of some slight help to you in your articles 
or addressee, I shall be satisfied. There seers to me to be no 
advantage in having my name used in connection with articles when 
the use of your name will get a vastly wider hearing. At no time 
should you feel that I am sensitive about the question of credit. 
1 should hate to think 1 had fallen eo far short of the Christian 
ideal as to be concerned about personal recognition. The one 
thing that counts, it seems to me. is to get this message before 
the people in the most effective way. 

I have noted carefully the various phases of the 
industrial problem upon which you desire concrete material. I 
ehall work away at this with aa much speed ae possible. The more 
I study this subject, the more 1 am convinced that 1 am a mess 
novice and nave only begun to appreciate the problems involved. 

1 have long since given up hope of finding an immediate panaoea. 
Vy interest in tne subject, however, grows daily, and the serioum 
ness of the situation is increasingly impressed upon me* Surely 
there is a need for Christian men to study and to speak out on 
this subject. 

I hope you are receiving the dippings which I am send¬ 
ing from time to time and also the package of marked copies of 
books. 1 thougnt you would be interested in having at your 
elbow for reference, a copy of Gleason 1 e book. The bo ks by 
Sinclair are, of course, highly exaggerated, but the facts he 
enumerates certainly should put one on his guard about believing 
newspaper reports. 1 shall be keenly interested in getting your 
personal impressions oi the situation in Europe. You surely 
are having an unusual experience and opportunity to get first 
hand information. This should be of inestimable value to you 
lat er. 


I have noted carefully tne list of books and pamphlets 
which you have already purchased. I shall pick up a few ox the 
latest and best books issued in this country and send them to 
you. 1 am receiving tne "New Age" and the London "Nation", 
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which I suppose you ere haying sent to me. X have also sub¬ 
scribed lor certain additional magazines myself* clippings from 
which 1 shall send $o you from time to time. 

I enclose herewith a letter lrom the Editor of the 
Christian Centum concerning the publication of your creed. If 
you desire rue to take the matter up with him again* 1 should 
be glad to do so. I think it may be said without exaggeration 
that the Christian Century is now the leading Christian Journal 
in this country. 

With regard to your suggestion about charts, I will 
see what I can do. I shall also make investigation of filing 
systems for pamphlets and clippings. I am not clear what you 
really wish me to do about eecursing an office and shall not 
go ahead antil I get definite instructions. There is very 
little value in looking at offices unless you are ready to 
sign up for one on the spot. If you desire ire to close the 
deal I shall do the best I can. 

Ye are edpecting to enter our new Church building 
in about three weeks, and are expecting to accomplish a really 
worth while work here in tr.is industrial community. Let me 
thank you again for so generously providing assistance for me. 
The man I now have in mind for this place is admirably qualified 
to assume full responsibility for carrying on the work after 
next June. 


Please remember me kindly to yred Shipp. 
With personal regard, 

Affectionately yours. 


P* AP 






fill Forest at®., 
Brooklyn, l.y. 
October 1, 1920. 


By dear Vr. Buckley: 

Your telegram did bring real Joy. We are fully 
aware that the Board of ghurch Extension has done the Tery 
unusual thing with regard to our building. We shall 
attempt to shoe our appreciation of your great generosity, 
by doing a work here that shall be of real importance. 

I shall write you shortly aoout the perpon who 
is to become our associate pastor. "?e are making prepar¬ 
ations for the beginning ofi our new work and things seem 
to me to be highly encouraging. It is my conviction that 
the Board of Church Bxtension will not have cause to regret 
the investment of so large a sum of money in this community. 

Please express to Wr. Grey my appreciation ofhis 
letter and to your Board our heartfelt thanks lor their 
continued and generous co-operation. 


Sincerely yours. 





All Forest Are., 
Brooklyn, H.Y. 
October 1, 1920. 


Fy dear Farrin:. 

Your telegram was received Wednesday.! It ie with 
sincere regret that we learn that you are not in position to 
coroe to Hew York. However, in the light of circumstances, your 
decision is probably the wire one. Gratton is likewise unable 
to give us any assistance now. They are expecting a new ar¬ 
rival in their home some time during the year coming and the 
doctor advises that they get out in the country where tfrs. 
Gratton can have all the fresh air and exercise that she needs. 
You will remember that they lost their brby at childbirth 
last year. 


1 am now negotiating with a man named McPherson, a 
Transylvania B.D., who la completing his residence work for 
his Ph.D. at Columbia this year. He is well qualified and 
there is a possibility thfct we may get him, although this is 
not at all certain. If we fr.il to get him I shall begin to 
scout around over the country for a man. 

Te are planning to enter the new building on October 
17th and feel that we have our preliminary planning and prep¬ 
aration in good shape. I shall miss my guess if tne work does 
not start with real enthusiasm and effectiveness. 

Let me hear from you frequently. Alma joins me in 
sending love to both of you. 

Ever yours. 








October 1, 1020 


My dear Rex: 

Your letter of August 21et Is at hand and serves to 
remind me that I have neglected you badly. We think of you and 
talk of you more often than we write* 

What you say about Kartha is interesting indeed. The 
visit home should do her a lot of good. Incidentally, it will he£ 
you to appreciate how big a place she has in your life. 1 am 
sorry that your business haB had such a slump and hope it is 
better by this time. Things are still all right here, but every** 
body is holding their breath half expecting a smash at the end 
of the year. Your comment concerning the situation in Japan is 
interesting. There surely seems to be a lot of trouble in this 
old world and 1 haven't figured out how to straighten it all out 
yet. < 

You will be interested to know that Sherwood Eddy has 
made me a definite proposition to give my lull time to hie work. 
He has had a radical change in his attitude on the Social and 
Industrial question and is giving up hie foreign work for a time 
and is going to concentrate on the colleges and business men 4f 
this country. He hae a real message add is going to make quite si 
an impression, I air sure. He desires me to do three things. 
Divide my time between research along industrial lines, writing 
for ;religious and other periodicals, and evangelistic speaking. 
His proposition appeals to me tremendously. I am not in position 
however to take it up at tnis time. The Board of Church Sxtensiaa 

has put $72,000 into this new church building and we are just 

about ready to begin our new work. .For me to leave at this time 
might be disastrous. In order to give me the maximum time for 
research, however, Yt. Eddy is going to pay $200 a month as a 
salary of an associate pastor. Te had already engaged a director 
of recreation which means that with n new building, two pastors 
and a director, we really ought to accomplish sometning worth 
while. I will write you further about this later. I expeot to 
give a good part pi' my days to study and research and my evenings 

And Sundays t o t e o hu t ch. £ * t i is a c q t o o* b i n i o n aa cl 

appeals to me tremendously. 

1 hope our letters will not be so far apart hereafter. 

I shall not attempt to go to the Convention Rt Ot. Louis because 
our opening comes the same week ae the convention, dratton is in 
Union again tnis year. Couch is making a success of his work at 
the Second Church here. Sanebury, Fred hughes and Art Elliott 
spent the summer with me.while they were doing summer work in 
Columbia. Fred and Art are bound for South America. Sansbury is 
doing good work at Jennings La. Alma and the cnildren spent thr« 
months in the South. *ou may be sure I use glad to get them back 
again. We are feeling all right and are expecting an exceedingly 
strenuous year. 






In looking over ry list I am mortified to discover that 
I in some way failed to send you a copy of that wonderful produc¬ 
tion entitled "Something Vore" At this late date it is going 

forward under weparate cover. I hope it may serve to put you 

to sleep some evening when you are restless. I'orrison is going 

to publish my spasm, on war some time this fall. I have been 
pounding away for the last eight or nine months on anotner line 
of study which may develop into another little book under the 
title of "In the taking.” 

I.et us have another line from you before too long. 

Sincerely yours* 








611 Forest ATS*, 
Brooklyn, new York. 
October 1, 1020* 


Vy dear Brother Wray: 

Your letter that came the other day was more highly 
appreciated than my delay in answering would seen; to indicate. 

1 am keenly interested to know tnat you are in agreement with 
the general position taken in my articles. I have held the 
conviction that war is absolutely unchristian since my first 
trip to the war zone in 19/6 and am more and more convinced of 
the soundness of that conclusion. The Century is going to 
publish my manuscript on this subject in hook form later in 
the year. 

With regard to our celebration of Neighbor's Day, 

1 enclose a I'e*. pieces of advertising that may be of interest 
to you. We feel that the da> was a great success. 

We expect to occupy the first wing of our nev building 
about the middle of October. The part of the building which 
is to be ready about that time includes the gymnasium, game 
rooms for boys and girlB, social room, social parlor, kitchen, 
etc., in fact it includes everything except the main church 
auditorium and two email rooms. We shall use the gymnasium 
for our services on Sundays. Sven with only a part of our 
building, we are going to h-ve splendid facilities for an all 
round community program, and fairly good facilities for purposes 
of religious education. 7.e are employing a former YWCA secretary 
as Director of our Community ''’enter. In addition, the YWCA is 
going to send out a trained instructor to lead our classes for 
young women each week. You may be sure that we are looking for 
ward to this enlarged opportunity with great eagerness. 

Let me exprea8 the hope that your own work in going 
forward to your satisfaction. With every good wish. 


fincerely yours, 






611 Forect AT e , 
Brooklyn* X.Y. 
October 11* 1920. 


My dear Pros. Burnham: 

I understand that Dr. Cordon talked over the Ridgewood 
situation with you on his reoent visit to St. Louis, From him 
you probably learned that Sherwood Eddy has urged tre to give my 
entire time to work with him. He suggests a combination of study 
and research along the line of the application of the Christian 
gospel to modern social and industrial programs, with a good deal 
of time given to the writing of articles for the religious press 
and the remainder ol- my time devoted to evangelistic speaking 
in the colleges and churches of the country. This proposition 
is the only one that I can conceive of at the present tinK that 
would cause me to even think of leaving Ridgewood. I did say to 
Mr. Iddy, however, right away that 1 simply could not think of 
leaving this church now. I told him tnat I thought perhaps after 
this church year things would he in sueh shape here that 1 might 
he able to get away without any serious lose to the church. 

In order thg 1 may have the maximum time for study 
this year. Bherwood j^ddy has authorized me to draw #200.00 a 
month from hie fund to he uaed.in securing additional help for 
the work of this church. For this sum it will he possible for 
ue to secure a well qu&litied associate pastor, in fact, 1 
have Buch a man definitely in mind. Hie name is w. a. R. McPherson 
who took his S.D. from the College ol the Bible, Transylvania, 
and who last year took his degree from Union Theological tteminary 
and is this year completing his residence work lor hi a Ph.D. in 
Columbia* He is a disciple preacher of ability and most unusual 
training. 2 understand that he had an opportunity to go to 
Texas Christian University as Professor of Religious Education. 

Ge tells me that he did not take up this work beoauBe of his 
desire to remain in the pastorate. He has definitely agreed 
to begin work with us on October 17th, giving us a part of his 
time during this semester And quite prepared to take up this 
work permanently next July, if that is agreeable to the church 
and to the American Society. 

I am simply paying the #200.00 a month into the church 
treasury and the ohuroh in turn is calling Fopherson aa an 
associate pastor. You will know whether it would be wise for 
the United Society also to extend him a call and thus give him 
official standing. Vy own feeling is that such a step would be 
wise. His address is Jf Union Theologioal seminary. 
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1 want to go on record again as saying that I have too 
much concern about tne success ol' this work to think of leaving 
it in the lurch. I do feel, however, that by bePherson and 
myself working together eight or nine months the church will oe 
in such shape that 1 can drop out and he can assume full respon* 
sibility without any loss to the church. It is altogether likely 
that even if I do take up Yr. Kddy‘s work next July that we will 
continue to live in Ridgewood. Yy wife will undoubtedly be able 
to render a helpful servioe to the church and there might be 
times when 1 could render slight assistance. 

Te begin our work next f-unday. Prospeots could hardly 
oe any brighter. A am willing to risk my px*|i reputation as a 
prophet upon the statement that this community. The Disciples 
rissionary Union and the American Society are going to be 
aasased at the response to our challenge, vith t cPherson 
and myself and Webber leading a neucleue of capfcble volunteers, 
with a building, even in its unfinished state, admirably 
adapted to a comprehensive program and with a community with an 
unnumbered group of needy people, surely with the help of God 
our work will bring returns for the Kingdom. i shall try to keep 
you as fully posted about the developments here as I can. 

we fully understand that the American Society and the 
hoard of Church Extension have done the most unusual thing with 
regard to this church. W'e are trying to see to it that your 
confidence is not misplaced. 

It would be a delight to see you at the convention 
but our opening campaign comes at the same time, kith every 
good wish and with deep personal regard. 


Sincereiyyours, 




611 forest Are., 
Brooklyn, H.Y. 
October 11, 1920 


My dear Mr* Bddy: 

You will be keenly interested to know that we hare 
secured an associate pastor for this church. His name is 
McPherson. He took his J-J.D. at Transylvania and last year 
took his degree from Union Seminary here.in New York, and is 
this year completing his residence requirements for the Ph.D. 

He is a good preaoher, has a splendid personality, is keenly 
alive to the Social question and attracted to city work. He 
is coming with the definite expectktion of assuming full 
responsibility for this work after next June, although, of 
course, we are not telling the church folks that at this time. 

I now feel tnat 1 will be able to get away from here at the 
first of July without any serious loss to tne church. 

Just a word about the churoh itself. We begin our 
work next Sunday with a two weeks evangelistic campaign, 
followed by a week oi open house with exhibition of poesibili* 
ties in Social and recreational activities* 1 feel confident 
that this church is really going to serve the community. 

I hare made arrangements at the forty Becond Street 
library to use one of their study rooms and have rented a 
typewriter through the Association lor use there. This will 
enable me to save a good deal of time in making extracts 
from articles and books. 1 took the liberty of charging the 
rant of this typewriter to the Sherwood Eddy fund. 

The articles for Dr. Core are at hand. I shall 
take these over to him today. The letters for Crane and 
Sherman are here and are being forwarded. It will be interest¬ 
ing to know their decision. 1 think it will pay to buy a full 
set of Cole's books. We snail doubtless be referring to them 
constantly and I desire to study them minutely. 1 see he has a 
hew one just off the press. 1 like his spirit very much. He 
seems to give a larger place to religion and idealism than 
many writers on the sooial question. 

It looks as though we are doomed to four yeare oi 
Harding. The only consolation I Gan get out of it is that 
by 1924 the country is likely to be so sick of reaction that 
there may be a chance for a real progressive. In the meantime 
atremendous amount of educational work should be done. 1 am 
not certain yet whether Debts or Christensen will get my 
Another batch of clippings goes forward by this mall, "ill 
doubtless be sending you certain rough drafts of articles soon. 

Surely do hope that your present work Is meeting with 
the desired response. remember you often in prayer. With 

kindest regards to Pred Shipp, 


Affectionately yours. 











fill Forest Ave„ f 
Brooklyn, n.Y. 
October 13. 1080 


Vj dear Hia Van Houten; 

- m 

X enclose herewith a letter froir i?r# Eddy vn ioh 
X think you will find self explanatory. In accordance with 
hie request, will you please nail to ate a cneck for 4800.00 
and tend cheoae from the first of the following nonth until 
further notice. 

With many thanks for your co-operation. 

Sincerely youre. 


P*AP 






October 13. 


1920 


ry dear Kineeli: 

It was tood tc get your letter the other day. I s® 
so glad that you are going to get to the convention. I was 
interested in your eomE’ent on ’’Something J'ore". 1 hope you 
felt thst your "'something more" was a good inventment. I 
hope you will get the kind oi a Sunday School building you 
need. 


To bring you up to date. T^e are to begin our work 
in the new building next Sunday, although it is still in an 
unfinished condition. For many months now, we have been 
planning and preparing for this enlarged work. I feel ex¬ 
ceedingly hopeful for the future. "e are having plrced at 
our disposal a building, which even without the finished 
church auditorium, is an unusual ore. I have seldom seen 
a building that seems to me to be better adapted to a compre¬ 
hensive programme of community service than the one we now 
have. I think you understand that ve have a large unchurched 
population at our very doors and practically no competition 
from other institutions. Ye have employed a former Y.l'.fi.A. 
man to give his full time as director of recreation. 

\ 

Socie tire ago I received e letter from Sherwood 
Eddy, who is now in Europe, urging me to resign from this church 
and give my full energy to work with him. He suggested a 
combination of research along the line of the application of 
the Gospel to modern sociel and industrial problems, the 
writing of articles for the religious press, and evangelistic 
speaking in the colleges and churches of the countr.. I replied 
that my ooligatione to this church are such tnt it is quite 
out oi the question for me to think pf leaving now. Since 
that time I have received another letter fnwra him in which he 
offers to pay the entire salary of an associate pastor for this 
church in order that I may have the maximum time for study and 
research. Hi:- generous gift of $20 0.00 a month is enabling 
us to employ an associate pastor. We feel that we have been 
exceedingly fortunate in making arrangements with T'r. A. P. 
VcPherson to serve in this capacity. hcPherson is a graduate 
of Transylvania., took his B.D. from the College of the Bible, 
last year took hiB S.T.3. from Union Theological Seminary and 
this year is completing his residence requirements for his 
Ph.D. from Columbia. A *e nas a fine personality, is a good 
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preacher and intensely interested in the city problem. He be* 
gins with us next Sunday. With two preachers and a director, 
a building unusually well Adapted to the program we have in 
Blind and a field with an unnumbered group of needy people, 
surely with the help oi God we ought to make our work count. 

Since we begin our new work on October 17th, of course 
1 will not be able to get to St. Louie. 1 would greatly enjoy 
meeting old friends there and lietening to the convention 
programme. I an juet a little azraid that the Roberts Club is 
gradually fading away. 1 have not received a letter from aoout 
two thirds of the group this year, although I have written at 
least once to each member. It seems that the pressure of our 
own vork makes regular correspondence with that large a group 
impracticable. So far ae I am concerned, I do plan to be 
regular in my correspondence with many of that group.certainly 
including yourself. 

When you get back from the convention take time to 
give me your impressions. Do remember me most warmly to all 
ola friends at St. Iouis. 

With every good wish and with deep personal regard. 

Sincerely yours. 


P’AP 


O 






October 13, 1920 


Vy dear John: 

Your long and most interesting letter of August 29th 
was highly appreciated, 1 delayed answering in the first in¬ 
stance because I wa? daily expecting developments that would 
enable me to write you with more accuracy regarding our work 
hero. Then after I had the information in hand I was flooded 
with activities in connection with the opening of fur new 
plant. 


To bring you xxp to date, '"e are to begin our work 
in the nev building next Sunday, although it is still in an 
unfinished condition. For many months now, we have been 
planning and preparing for this enlarged work, I feel ex¬ 
ceedingly hopeful for the futir c. Wc are having placed at 
cur disposal a building, v:hj.ch even without the iinished 
church auditorium, is an unusual one. I have seldom seen 
a building that seems to fee to be better adapted to a compre¬ 
hensive programme oi community service then the one we now 
have. I think you understand that ve have a large unchurched 
population at our very doors and practically no competition 
from other institutions, life have employed a former Y.l .C.A. 
mar* to give h±e full time re director of recreation. 

Some time ago I received a letter from Sherwood 
liddy, who is, nor in Europe, urging me to resign from this church 
and give my full energy to work with him. he suggested a 
combination of research along the line of the application ol 
the Gospel to modern social ana industrial problems, the 
writing ol articles for the religious press, and evangelistic 
speaking in the colleges snd churches of the country. 1 replied 
that my obligations to this church are such that it is quite 
out of the question for me to think ol leaving now. Since 
that tifee 1 hove received another letter from him in which he 
offers to pay the entire salary of an associate paEtor for this 
church in order that 1 nay have tne maximum time for study and 
recreation. His generous gift of $ 200.00 a month is enabling 
us to employ an associate pastor. >'e feel tnat we have been 
exceedingly fortunate in mfcking arrangements with Mr. v. A. P. 
IfcPherson to serve in tnis capacity. icPherson is a graduate 
of Transylvania, too.k his B.D. from the College of the Bible, 
last year took his S.l.E. from Union Theological Siminary and 
this year is completing his residence requirements for his 
Fh.D. from Columbia. Be has a fine personality, is a good 








John Stubbs 
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preacher and intensely interested in the city problem. He be 
gins with us next Sunday. t?ith two preachers and a director, 
a building unusually well adapted to the program we have in mini 
and & field with an unnumbered group of needy people, surely 
with the help of God we ought to make our work count. 

I was much interested in the details concerning con¬ 
ditions at Drake and in lov/a. I gather that you folks still 
hr we problems to be solved. T.e are so far away from everything 
end everybody here, that we get scarcely more than an echo of 
what's going on. The Disciples are hardly on the map here and 
we are almost entirely out oi' touch with the rest of the Brothw 
hood .4 Couch is doing good work at the Second Church. Gratton 
is back in Union again this year. Sansbury and Hughes and 
Elliott spent several weeks with me this- summer wnile Alma 
and the children were making a visit in the South. We had 
some great old times together. Sansbury has a goon work in 
Jennings, La. ad is quite in love with it. Elliott and Hughes 
certainly have a great challenge and opportunity before them 
in South America, /l had a letter from Fex the other day. He 
says that l'-artha is now in America. You may have seen herHx in 
Des Moines. I have not been in as close touch with cur fellows 
this year as I was last. I had good letters from Kinsell and 
Dr. Martin. Alma and the children scan to be enjoying good 
health. The kiddies are getting to be quite large now and are 
a great joy to us. Alma is kept busy with her housework and 
the church work. With committee meetings planning lor our new 
programme, preparation oi sermons and general church work and 
six or seven hours a day devoted to stuc,y, I manage to keep 
thoroughly busy.. Am taking a couple of courses ever at Union 
in addition. It is the kind of a liie that appeals to me 
tremendously. We are very happy in our work here. 

Since v.e begin cur nev. vork on October 17th, of course 
I will not be able to get to St. Louis. I would greatly enjoy 
meeting old friends there and. listening te the convention 
programme. 1 axe just a little afraid that tnc Roberts Club is 
gradually fading away. I have not received a letter from about 
two thirds of the group this year, although I have written at 
leaEt once to each member. It seems that the pressure of our 
own work makes regular correspendence with that large a group 
impracticable. So far ae I an concerned, I do plan to be regular 
in icy correspendence with many oi thfct group, certainly includ¬ 
ing yourself. 

With every good wish lor your work and with deep 
personal affection. 



Ever yours. 


P # AP 




611 forest Are.* 
October 14* 1920* 


llr. D. 0. Cunningham, 

College of Missions, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Dear Sir: 

Your letter of August 17th should have been an¬ 
swered long before this. As to jour question concerning 
our availability for the foreign field, our plans have 
taken such shape that we probably should not be considered 
further. At the time 1 u&e in correspondence with Mrs. 
Atwater, we were prepared delinitely to sign up for South 
America. At thai time, however, Mrs. Atwater did not care 
to enter into a definite agreement. Since them we have 
assumed other heavy obligations for the neat few years. 

This does not mean that we have any less inter¬ 
est in Foreign visaions, and we shall do everything in our 
pw»er to aid your great work. 

Sincerely yours. 


P*AP 
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The Love of Christ Conslraineth Us ” 


United Christian Missionary Society 


F.W Burnham, President 
A. McLean, Vice-Prest 
Anna R. Atwater,. V.Prest. 

Missouri State Life Building 
Fifteenth and Locust Sts . 



Continuing the work of the 
American Christian Missionary Society 
Board of Church Extension 
Board of Ministerial Relief 
Christian Woman's Board of Missions 
Foreign Christian Missionary Society 
National Benevolent Association 


October 14, 1920. 


Ur. Kirby Page, 

611 Forest Ave., 

Brooklyn, New York. 


% dear Brother Page: 

I was greatly shocked when 1 read your letter of October 11th to 
President Burnham in which you state yon are plaining to leave the Bidgewood 
work within, probably, the next nine months. This is a most serious condition 
of affairs, and I am justified in writing you very frankly. 

You remember that in Cincinnati last year you promised to stay at Ridge¬ 
wood and give up your plan of going into the forct gn field, provided the Board of 
Church Extension would erect the building and the American Society support the 
work. Our Board considered you the great asset at Bidgewood Heights Church, and 
would not have considered for a moment the erection of this buil ding with a large 
gift and a hea'vy loan except on the condition that you would stay with the work, 
as you promised in Cincinnati. 

When I saw you in New York and went with you to Brooklyn on the 16th of 
September you told me that Sheiwood Eddy wanted you to do some special research 
work on the lines yon name in your letter, and do some writing for him, and that 
while you did that he would pay $200 a month to engage another man to do pastoral 
work and help you. However, you agreed that you w>uld preach for the church and 
lead the work as usual. 


Had you given me the contents of your letta* to Mr. Burnham while there 
1 certainly would not have recommended an extra gift of $10,000 and an extra loan 
of $15,000. You are the key to the situation, and our Board had far better allowed 
the building to stand uncompleted in the condition I saw it on the 16th than to 
put more money in it if you were going away, and I certainly would not have recom¬ 
mended the increased gift of $10,000 had 1 thought you were determined to go away, 
as you seem to indicate and are planning to do in your letter. 

I have not been so disturbed for many years, because this work in 
Brooklyn has stood out so prominently in the eyes of the Brotherhood, and if it 
now fails, as it surely will if you leave it very soon, then our Board may as well 
not attempt to do this work again. 

I therefore pray that you will get the idea out of your head to leave 
within the next two years. You simply must not go. There is a tremendous debt 
on the clurch as a loan from our Board of Church Extension, to say nothing of the 
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gift of $30,000. Our Board will receive a most severe criticism if that work 
fails, because you know we did the most unusual thing in. Brooklyn, and the eyes 
of the entire Brotherhood will be upon it. 


It is not too late yet for you to resolve to stay by the work and make 
it the outstanding success that you alone can. I wish you would assure me by 
letter at once, addressing me c/o United Christian Missionary Society, Missouri 
State Life Building, St. Louis, Mo., because I expect to exploit that work in a 
lantern slide lecture next Thursday night, the 21st. Mr. Burnham will also write 
you. 

If you desire to do some writing for Sherwood Eddy, do that, but stay 
by your job. 

With cordial good wishes. 


GWM:CA. 

















611 i’orest Avc. 
October 14, 1920. 


lly dear Hard a: 

It way good to get your card the other day and to 
knew that you A a ve had such a pleasant and profitable summer. 
I shall be interested to know what your plans are for the 
cOKing year. Have you and the lady cone down to earth yet, 
or are you still soaring in the heights? X have to smile 
every time 1 think about those hours with you at Silver Bay. 

0 ,S.i£. has come through hot and heavy. I have had 
about a dozen letters from him at various intervals ana am 
greatly rejoiced at tnc tone in which he writes. • 

He has asked me to give rcy full time to his work 
beginning January first, out my obligations to this church 
are such that 1 can^cc leave here a. this time. However, Mr. 
Eddy is advancing the funds necessary to employ an associate 
pastor for this church in order to give me the maximum of 
time lor study. ve feel that \\t have beer, exceedingly for¬ 
tunate in v axing arrangements with Hr. W. a. R. F cipher son. 
Mcpher son is a graduate of Transylvania, took his Tv.i). from 
<MM the College of the Bible, last year took hie S.T.J3. 
from Union Theological 'eminary and. this year is completing 
his residence requirements for his ph. from Columbia. me 
has a fins personality, is a good preacher and intensely 
interested in the city problem. He oegins with u.p next 
Sunday. 'With t«.o preachers and a director, a building un¬ 
usually veil adapted io the program we have in mind and a 
field with an unnumbered group of needy people, surely y.ith 
the help of God we ought to make our work count. 

* 

You may be sure that we are locking forward to 
these coming months with the utmost eagerness. I hope that 
by r next June the work of this cnurch will dc in such shape 
that 1 cm leave McPherson in full charge and give my entire 
energy to Hr. Eddy's work. 

?/hen you can tq,ke a few minutes, let us have a line 
as to your plans.. Remember roe most cordially to Laura. Some 
time during the year when you are going to be in New York let 
us knew and we will have you both out to tne house for a good 
visit. Alma and the children are well and we are very happy 
in our work here. 


2ver affectionately yours. 






October 14, 1920 


l f y dear Dr. Martin: 

It was good to see your familiar script the other 
day. Your OYer-genorous remarks about "Something Fore" en¬ 
courages :ne, X air glad to knew that there are some sigrr of 
progress at Drake, but regret the failure to take a positive 
stand on certain fundamental quest!one. It does seem that 
following the war there is a wave of reaction sweeping over 
the country in politics, in industry, in theology. As for 
nyself, I am becoming increasingly radical! in all of these 
realms. It would be good to have a long visit with you. 

You would doubtless be "horrified" to learn of certain of my 
present convictions. 

To bring you up to date. V'e are to begin cur work 
in the new building next Sunday, although it is still in an 
unfinished condition. Por many months now, we have been 
planning and preparing for this enlarged work. I feel ex¬ 
ceedingly hopeful for the future. V.e are having placed at. 
our disposal a building, which even without the finished 
church auditorium, is an unusual one. I have seldom seen 
a building that we errs to me to be better adapted to a compre¬ 
hensive programme of community service than the one we now 
have. 1 think you understand that we h?ve a large unchurched 
population at our very deers and practically no competition 
from other institutions. We have employed a former Y.F.C.A. 
man to give his full time as director of recreation. 

Some time ago 1 received a letter from Sherwood Eddy, 
who is now in Europe, urging me to resign from this church 
and give my full energy to work with him, he Buggeeted a 
combination of research along the line of the application of 
the Gospel to modern social and industrial problems, the 
writing of articles for the religious press, and evangelistic 
speaking in the colleger and churches of the country. Ireplied 
tri&t my obligations to this church are such that it is quite 
out of the question fer me to think of leaving now. Since 
that time I have received another letter from him in which he 
offers to pay the entire salary cf an associate pastor for this 
church in order that I may have the maximum time for study and 
research. His generous gift of £200.00 a month is enabling 
us to employ an associate pastor. Ve feel that we have been 
exceedingly fortunate in making arrangements with } r r V, a. R. 
licPherson to serve in this capacity. Vcpherson Is a*graduate 
ol transylvania, took his E.D. from the College of the Bible, 
last year took his S.'f.B. from Union Theological Seminary and 








enough for regpisuibn basket ball 
and indoor games and is supple¬ 
mented by a large social room, a 
rocml parlor and three game rooms, 
rsin© shower baths, with hot and 
cold water, are being provided. Two 
power moving picture machines are 
being Installed and high grade pic¬ 
tures will bo shown each week, 

John J; Webber has been em¬ 
ployed as director of the Community 
Centre, which will be operated in 
connection with the church, Mr* 
Vi ebber is a trained gymnast, for- 
mmly with the Naval Young Men's 
Christian Association. He will gty* 
his full time to supervising and di- 
SOdial recreational 
acmitiea conducted in the building. 
Trauma instructors from the Cen- 
tral Branch o£ the Youug Women's 
Christian Association will lead the 
classes of women. 

Community Centre privileges are 
open to all on an equal basis, with- 

2“L fyg$lL tQ , Membership 

dues, whicn include two periods 
each week in the gymnasium and 
»» to the social 

ar id game rooms and 
free admission to one moving pic- 
Week, have been set 
at $3 a year for children and $6 a 
year ior seniors. * a 

Activities in the new building will 
be inaugurated with a scries of 
evangelistic meetings, beginning to¬ 
morrow and continuing each eve- 
fen?* §2, turda > - evenings, un- 
nb-ESlj 8 ?' i_ llEBe sermons will be 
preached by the pastor, Kirby Page. 
?£r* who is now beginning his 

third year of activity with this 
^ as formerly associated 


vi « y>- Europe ana jisia. 

The church is just reioicmj 

over the coming of its new associate 
Rn h* '" r ; -^oPherson took his 
tt0m Transylvania Col- 
Jcge and last year received his S.T.B 
S' D ^ e £f dtn tin Jon Theological Sem¬ 
inar* hew York, and this rear is 
completing his residence require- 

f?53*f f rf Wt£ S: D ‘ from Co- 

t) 47n ! L ^f £lty ’ * B - v IWsonalUy, 
trmmng and experience Mr Me 
rnerson Is admirably qualified tb 
lender conspicuous service in hia 
^w jcgKiom The entire salary of 
Mi, McPherson is be|% provided bv 

Wv Th* *3»« Sherwood 

,£ hd church feels itself ex¬ 
ceedingly fortunate in being served 

reatkm paSt0rs ana n dil ’^or 0 f rec- 
Especiai emphasis is being placed 

fV ill3ay stl *° o1 - A system 
° raded classes is being 
“Sf? 1 * lar ff number of teacher! 
In provided and with the ex- 

cellont facilities available it is ex¬ 
pected that the Bible school wffi 
ua*e a most successful season a 
cordial invitation Is extended to. all 
persons, young and old alike, who 
}Ji not Dow enrolled elsewhere, to 

SSfesf” atGadants 3t m 



FOBER 16 . 1920 . 


Ridgewood Church of Christ 
to Receive New Pastor 
To-morrow. 


OPENS NEW BUILDING, TOO, 


Community Centre to Be Super¬ 
vised by John J. Webber. 


To-morrow will be a notable day 
in the history of the Ridgewood 
Church of Christ. On tlmt date it 
begins its work in Us new building 
at the corner of Forest avenue and 
Linden street, and in addition wel¬ 
comes ■ its new associate pastor, W. 
A. R. McPherson. 

The new building is noteworthy 
m that it contains abundant room 
for a comprehensive programme of 
recreation In addition to the regu¬ 
lar church activities and religious 
education. The gymnasium is large 



















































October 18, 1920, 


Vy dear Mr. Muokley: 


Yesterday was a history-making day in the life of 
this church, ttaile the building is still in an unfinished 
state, the contractor kindly fixed up the room on the eeoond 
rioor at the rear. He promises to have the gymnasium ready 
for us on next Sunday morning, la spite of rain, there was a 
heavy increase in attendance at runday school, with twenty-two 
teachers present. It is certain that there will be a steady 
increase in the attendance and efficiency of our .Bible school. 

I predict an enrollment of 400 within the next few months. 

4 j large orowd as present for the opening church 
ev «aing the plaoe was jammed to capacity. 
During the day there were not less than 7® or 100 persons who 

Illicit”? * e flr * t the ev ning we had two 

splenaici additions, a man and hie wife with long experience in 

church ;ark, a trained choir leader, an excelient musician 
and all around worker. He is going to direct our dhoir. Purina 
the day we had special numbers from our Junior Choir. Senior 
and Kale quartet, assisted by two splendid violinists, 
-these choirs and the quartet would be a credit to any church 
ona are going to be of tremendous value to our work. We are 
to hold evangelistic meetings each evening during the next two 

weeks and are confidently anticipating many additions to the 
chu ren. 


*° lk J are 8i ®P 1 y delighted with our new Associate 
Jester, 7.A.S. McPherson. He participated in both services 
and made a splendid impression. I am especialy gratified at 
the readiness with which he makes friends an< adapts himself to 

th° e fi^iH Ua J i0D i *4 l < think y° u know that h * * specialist in 
i"“ .leld of religious education, having taken high degrees 

from ths College of the Bible at Transylvania and Union Theological 
seminary, it would be dilficult to find a half dozen men in our 
brotherhood better qualified to lead in a comprehensive program 
of religious education. He iB also a splendid pastoral worker 
and an excellent preacher, it would be difficult to exaggerate 
the significance of his coming to the life of this community. 

., „ Yf" Ysbber has already begun his work as Director of 

the Community center ana is getting everything in readiness for 
the opening ©f that work the week following the close of our 
evangelictic campaign. e are preparing a series of "open house" 

events, showing the possibilities of our building and program 
Of election night we are to have a apecial wire and fu?"Si“p- 
to-the-minute election returns for the benefit of the people c 
this community * H - 
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\ Your important letter of the 14th has read with the 
greatest of care. Vty chief impression ie that you are needlessly 
alarmed. The situation is not nearly so desperate aa you seem 

that it is. I have a great deal of personal confidence, 
and am often accused of haring "the big head* but I am certainly 
not laboring under the delusion that the future succees of this 
church depends entirely or mfcinly upon my own efforts.? There 
are hundreds of preachers in our brotherhood who are fiaking a 
splendid success of their work in fields with lees promise than 
this one and with buildings and equipment far inferior to our 
own. I hare said repeatedly and I believe it to bo true, this 
field is no more difficult than the average city community. The 
officials of the Disciples Missionary Union will recall that on 
more than one occasion during the early days of our negotiations 
1 insisted that the Ridgewood Church should not be built upon a 
person, but upon a field, a need, an opportunity. 

1 do believe, however, that it would be roost unwise for 
me to think of breaking away at this time. The fact that 1 have 
my hands on the situation aiid have a definite program to 
inaugurate makes it advisable for me to continue my work for the 
present. After the splendid opening we had yesterday. I am more 
than ever convinced that from now on our progress is going to 
very rapid. I anticipate a steady ingathering into the church 
membership and an ever increasing attendance at the Sunday School. 
1 am certain that our recreational program is going to prove 
intnenaely popular. It is my conviction that by next July we 
shall discover that the actual achievements of this church have 
far surpassed the expectations or even hopes of all concerned, 
with the possible exception of my own confident hopes.. McPherson 
ie a man who would be a credit and valuable asset to any chureh 
in our brotherhood, large or small. There is no doubt whatever 
id my mind that he can lead this work to a glorious success for 
Ood. In many ways he is far better qualified to lead this work 
than I am and there is not the slightest question in sgr mind 
that he can do this work to the entire satisfaction of all parties 
concerned. Especially since, in any event, we are to work 
together for the next eight or nine months. 

,r'* 

\ To repeat a statement that 1 made on numerous occasions, 
I HAVE HOT THE SLIGHTEST THOUGHT OF LEAVING THIS CHURCH IK THE 
LURCH. I doubt if there is a person alive who is as much con¬ 
cerned about the welfare and future usefulness of this church as 

I am. 


I desire also to repeat another statement that 1 have 
made several times - Aside from the call and challenge which has 
come to me from Mr. Eddy, I cannot think of a proposition which 
would lead me to consider leaving this church. 
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This call from Hr. 3ddy comes with peculiar attractive- 
sees to me, for many reasons. It offers a combination which 
appeals to every atom in ay nature - study, writing, evangel!stie 
speaking. The study which he desires is along exactly the sane 
line in which I an personally very keenly Interested and which 
seems to ae to he both the need and opportunity of the church 
today, namely, sustained study and exhaustive research ae to 
ways and means of apply the Christian Goepel to modern social 
and industrial questions. Huch research is being done in this 
field at the present time, it is true, hut altogether too little 
investigation is being done by men with the background and 
convictions of vital Christianity. It seems to me highly 
advantageous that as large a group of Christian ministers ae 
possible be relieved of the pressure of organisation routine 
and set free for this spedal work. This call from Hr. kddy 
makes it possible for me to do this thing, whieh in my opinion 
is the supreme opportunity before the church today. 1 have, 
thought and prayed over 1 *the matter for many weeks and now have 
what seems to me to bo an absolutely clear lead in this vital 
dec!sion. There is no doubt whatever in my mind that I can 
render a greater service to the Kingdom by specializing in this 
field than 1 can by continuingeven so important a local work as 
that of this church. And, of" course, when a Christian receives 
what to him is so dearly a call from God, ho simply cannot turn 
away from it, and still remain a true Christian. It io on this 
ground that 1 have reached the decision that if this work goes 
forward and is in such shape next July that I can get away without 
serious consequences that I should devote my whole time and 
energy to such work an outlined above. 

1 want to go on record again as expressing the con¬ 
viction that the Board of Church Extension has never invested a 
dollar to bettor purpose and which will bring greater dividends 
for the Kingdom than the money which is being spent in this 
community. 1 predict that within ten years the offerings from 
this church and the increased receipts to the United Society 
made on a basis of successful work accomplished here will 
reimburse your Board for every dollar invested here. 

1 appreciate the frankness with whioh you have written 
and have tried to write in a similar spirit. I am talking matters 
over in details with Dr. Gordon and he will bring you a first¬ 
hand report of the situation here. 

With sincere^ good wishes for your great work and 
deep personal regard. 


sincerely yours. 






October 23, 1920* 


Vy dear !'r JL Eddy: 

You will be interested in the enclosed copy oi a 
letter from Kr. Fuckley, Secretary of the Board tKat is fur¬ 
nishing the money of our new building, and a copy of my reply 
to him. I think you will find these self explanatory. 

We had a great day on Sunday. Our woric opened 
with great enthusiasm. Our folks are simply delighted with 
VcPherson. I think there is no doubt whatever that he will 
fit into this situation in splendid fashion. 

> 1 had a good talk with Dr. Grose. He says that he 

is having no difficulty in using your articles. The Congre¬ 
gational! et, especially, is clamoring for more. You will be 
interested to know tnat ina conversation with him he made the 
following statement regarding tne Christian Century: 

"I consider it the leading religious journal of 
America. A great many religious journals come to my desk. 

The Christian Century is the only one I read entirely through 
and I always find something that calls me out." 

the circulation of this paper is not so large as several 
other leading denominational papers, but it does have a very 
seiefct circulation not only among the Disciples, but in 
practically all oi the denominations. You will find it a 
useful channel to reach the leaders. It is too heretical to 
have a large circulation among tne rank and file in tne 
Disciples. It is read with eagerness by tne leaders in our 
brotnerhood. 

1 am pounding away over at tne library and am 
gathering certain material and getting it in shape to send 
to England. 

Vith personal regards, 

hver yours. 









October 23, 1920 


C. C. rorrison. Esq., 

1408 South Wabash, 

Chicago, Ill. 

Vy dear l'r. Morrison: 

You will be interested in a conversation that I had 
this week with a leader in one of the denominational offices 
here in Hew York. He is a man who is giving most of his time 
to journalistic and literary work and stands nigh in his brother¬ 
hood. 1 casually asked him his opinion of thq Christian Century 
He said "I consider it the leading religious journal of America. 

A great many religious journals come to my desk. The Christian 
Centnry is the only one 1 read entirely through, and I always 
find something that calls me out,* It occurred to me that 
this might be of interest to you, although I have no doubt that 
you are hearing similar statements quite ozten. 

You may be able to get a short news item out of the 
recent happenings here in Ridgewood. We began our work in the 
new building last Sunday with large crowds and great enthusiasm. 

We now have at our disposal a building and splendid facilities 
for a community programme. You will probably be especially 
interested to know that through a generous gift from Sherwood 
Eddy, we have been enabled to employ an associate pastor for 
this church. Ever since I terminated my active relationship 
to him, I have been doing a good deal of reading for him, and 
from now on am going to devote a great deal'of time to research 
work for him. In return for this he is giving us this additional 
help here in the church. The man we have secured, w. a. R. 
McPherson, is highly qualified to render conspicuous service. 

He has already taken high degrees from Transylvania, the College 
of the Bible and Union Theological seminary, and is this year 
completing his residence requirements for his Ph. D, degree. 

A specialist in Religious education, a pastoral worker and an 
excellent preacher with a. most impressive personality, he is 
surely going to make a real contribution to the life of this 
community. We are also to have the assistance of a full time 
director of recreation, and have employed Mr. John J. Webber, a 
former Y.K.C.A. man to serve in this capacity. With a staff such 
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as this* a splendid building and a fifeld with unlimited oppor¬ 
tunities , we face the future with the utmost eagerness. You 
will, of course, recall that this building is Doing built by 
the Board of Church Extension, and the American Society is 
paying part of my salary. 

I am waiting some further word from you with regard 
to the publication of the manuscript on War. It seems to me 
highly desirable that this be published as soon as possible. 

I am wondering whether or not you are going to find 
space in your colusns for a brief review of "Something l*ore." 

I enclose herewith copy for a display add to begin 
with your next issue and to continue until further notice. We 
will remit upon receipt of statement . We are waiting with the 
utmost eagerness, reports from the St. Louis convention, and 
are praying that a forward step may be taken. 

With every good wish for your good work. 

Sincerely yours. 


I 





The Love of Christ Constraineth Us 


United Christian Missionary Society 


F W Burnham, President 
A Me Lean ■ Vice - Prest 
Anna R Atwater,V.Prest 

Missouri State Life Building 
Fifteenth and Locust Sts 



Continuing the work of the 
American Christian Missionary Society 
Spar<i of Church Extension 
Board of Ministerial Relief 
Christian Womans Board of M issi ons 
Foreign Christian Missionary Society 
National Benevolent Association 


Cable Address u Go’' 

St.Louis,Missouri October 25, 1920, 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

611 Forest Avenue, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

My dear Brother Page; 

I have your letter of October 18th and I rejoice in your splendid day 
when you practically dedicated the church. I am still of the opinion that in spite 
of all that you say that the safety, stability and progress of that work depends upon 
you for some time to come. You entered into a solemn obligation with the American 
Society and the Board of Church Extension, agreeing to stay with the chirch for at 
least three years, provided we would erect this building. You went so far as to 
state that you would not prepare to go to the foreign field but would make this your 
great work. 


I am sorry that you did not frankly talk the whole matter over with me 
while I was there on the 16th of September and tell me that you felt you had to go. 

It seems to me that you had no right to enter into an agreement with Sherwood Eddy 
without consulting the Home Department of the United Christian Missionary Society. 

All of us connected with that work feel the same way in regard to your going. In 
spite of all your convictions the fact yet remains that the work has been built around 
you and all the money was appropriated because we had confidence in you and had your 
promise to remain. I am convinced that there is no greater thing that you could do 
than to set this special work on its feet and demonstrate to our brotherhood that we 
can do that kind of thing, and I am sure that you will remain and not endanger this 
big investment that the Board of Church Extension has made for the first time in its 
history. If this work in Brooklyn fails with the ^yes of the brotherhood upon it 
the blame will certainly rest with you in case you go away. 


I am not writing to compel you to stay with the work because that cannot 
be done. If you stay you ought to stay in a whole-hearted way with the ceviction 
that God has placed you there with the confidence of a great brotherhood behind you. 

You state that I am giving myself unnecessary concern. aJn ,^ e 
that I am not because it has been one of my persistent appeals to the brotherhood and 
Board of Church Extension that this work was done and this great investment made. I 
am willing to take the blame in the matter if that is necessary for Christ s sake, 
but I do want the church at Ridgewood Heights to succeed. 

r am soriy that vou went on and made all your arrengements and called Brother 
McPherson without consulting the United Society, which of course in the end mast 
support him. Let us hope, however, that this will turn out all right and that you 
really have the man you. think you have. 

Please write me again about the results of yesterday. 










Hr. Kirhy Page #2 


We had. a great Conventipn with many difficulties to overcome, tut we have 
come out all right with our forces unified, and the Congress has agreed not to meet 
any more and give the United Society every chance to function and find itself this 
year. 


With cordial good wishes to yourself and Mrs. Page and the children, I am. 



Corresponding Secretary. 


SWM:CA, 





S. D. GAMBLE 

4 WESTMORELAND PLACE 
PASADENA, CAL. 


October 26-19Oo. 


Lir. Kir "by Page, 

y 611 Porest Ave«, 

Bro oklyn, 1. Y. 


Bear Kirby:- 


It has been a long time, since I have made any attempt 
to take up the letters that have been lying on my desk, particularly 
those from you and the 15 Chief”. I have been hammering away ^at the 
Peking Survey Report all Summer and have been giving everything that 
I had to that % and I have found that the work has been so slow that 
I have hesitated to try to make any plans or even think of the 
future, particularly as we have had a fine bunch oi^xlowers out here 
this Summer and I have been continuously singing my morning hymn of 
hat e^ 

I am, of course, intensely interested in the decision that 
the "Chief has made and also the re-action that he has gotten from 
the man over him. It certainly looks as tho something were going 
to break loose somewhere, and I think it is a,bout time. fhe way 
things are going in this country means a grand blow-up unless some¬ 
thing is done to relieve the pressure somewhere along the line,and 
l know of no better way than tne proposition ox tne "Chief". I know 
it is going to hurt a lot of dear friends out on the other nsnd i 
think it will gain more support than it loses for the big movement, It 
is certainly worth the trial and 1 will be glad to do all tnat I can 
to help it along. . '-.fiiet her or not I can have any active personal 

part in it, I cannot say until a few of my personal problems are 
better in hand. 

How I would like to be in England these days to be in close 
touch with the euents that are going on there and be able to ses 
at first hand the development of what appears to be, a real crisis 
for that country. I wonder if the labor people are going to attempt 
to push things to a conclusion at this time or whether grey will more 
or less cormoromise as they have in the past . /hatever mey do will 
certainly have a very considerable re —s.cition in «hxs country, partic 
ularly because of the present political situation from which I think 
laboring men can expect nothing at all. Apparently Harding is going 
to get in with a big majority and we will settle down to fouryears 
of safe and sane government where nothing will nappen unless it is 
forced, and the pressure will probably reach the er.plos ion point 
simnly because nothing* is done. Thank Goodness, I do not have^to 
decide how I would vote this year. My official residence has bo 
be in Cincinnati and so I will not be able to cast my vote this year. 

If I were able to, I certainly do not know how I would vote. I could 
not vote for either Harding or Cox with any enthusiasm at all.^ fhe 
■problems of the Constitutional Amendments are facing tne C.alixomia 
voters,and are even much more important thaA. the National issues 
There are 20 initiative and referendum propositions on the State bal¬ 
lot and these include Anti-Japanese Land Laws, Single Tax, Anti- 
Vivisection, Anti-Vaccination, School Teachers, salaries p ai , :8S f or 
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the State University, «afr "the worst of it is that so many ox them 
are not clear cut laws, but have in them a great many hidden jokers. 
Hr. Voter has in the past apparently been able to use his head, so 
I hope he will do so again this time. It will certainly be a serious 
situation if some of the measures are passed. 


I have been experimenting this Summer with some of the 
pollen tests to see if I can get rid of my dear Hay Fever. As a re¬ 
sult of the tests I found I was sensitive to about 10 out of the 
30 nolens tried. The Doctor was certainly impressed with the amount 
of my sensitiveness and now he is giving me gradually increasing 
doses by means of hypodermics and some day I hope to have built 
up an immunity which will save a lot of sneezing and very considerable 
"pep". Fortunately, the records show that the Doctors are success¬ 
ful in a large majority of cases and are able to get the best of the 
Hay Fever germ. 

We have been interested in the plan of our Church in pub¬ 
lishing the sermons of our Pastor, Doctor Freeman. I have asked 

them to send copies of the magazine to you for the coming year and I 
hone they will bring you something of the message that 7/e get, even 
tho they are cold print and are not spoken. 

You will find a large number of our old China friends in 
Union this year, I believe. Larry Sears I know is there, Edward 
Hayes from the Soochow Y. M. C. A. an others. Sam Shoemaker is at 
General I believe and Dick Ritter is at Hartford. Sam Dean, the 
industrial man who was teacher in the Government Higher Hormal School 
is in Hew York, I' think. You will have to locate him thru Larry 
Sears. He is doing considerable talking, particularly along the 
industrial and commercial opportunities in China. A letter just 
in from George Fitch at Shanghai, closes with the remark:- "Do not 
forget that we need you hack here." I am expecting however a 

personal visit from Ste7/ Burgess of Peking. I am afraid he will 
make any call Shanghai may give look small along the needs and 
opportunities of the Capital. He is to leave his family hare while 
he goes East to help on the Annual -Budget. The -• H. C. A. seems xo 
be doing it all round these days and seen© to have a hard time get¬ 
ting the necessary cash. The national Committee is certainly put¬ 
ting on a tremendous campaign to finish up their year witnout a 
deficit in spite of the large work and the feeling of criticism there- 
is in the country. 


I have been lucky in locating a house for Stew. Houses 
here are just about as scarce as they are in Lev; York unless one is 
going to pay a big rent. Houses that oefore tne ^ar used to rent 
for ^5.00 per month, have been given a coat of paint and are nov/ 
bringing ^50.00 a month. 


Stew/ and I will have a big party going over our Peking 
Report and then I hope to be able to ship it right to the printer and 
get it out. This w/riting business is real work. What.progress are 
you making in getting your book published,? I hope it is well on its 

way and will soon be out. 

with kindest regards, I am. As eve 



“The Daily Altar” and Your Church 

If every member of every church organization in this country should 
give a half-hour every morning to devotional reading and prayer, 
the Church of Christ would be transformed within a year. 

Note this testimony of one of the leading city pastors of the Southland, concerning the 
beautiful book of devotion, “The Daily Altar ”: 

“I 'have found ‘The Daily Altar’ to merit all that the publishers claim for it, and 
more. One of the chief values of the little volume as a devotional book is in its adapta¬ 
bleness to all members of the family group. Children are held to the family worship by 
the use of ‘The Daily Altar’ willingly and happily, who would have rebelled under the 
restraint of the old form of conducting family worship. We have more than three score 
families in our congregation who are having daily devotions, and are using ‘The Daily 
Altar’ and are finding increasing, pleasure in so doing. Our aim is to build an ‘Altar’ 
in every home in our church. The Daily Altar is of great help in reaching our goal.” 

“The Daily Altar” gives you a full page of devotional material for every day in the 
year. Mail us a postcard requesting us to send you 5 copies of the beautiful purple cloth 
edition of this book ($7.00 for the five), and begin the promotion of a Daily Altar Fellowship in 
your church. 

The Christian Century Press 1408 So. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


Books and the Minister 

A FEW months ago one of the wide-awake 
pastors of the central west remarked that 
he made it a rule to invest in one new book 
every week. A little later came the report that 
he had been called to a position of authority and 
leadership in the undenominational field. 

A new book a week, four new books a month. Try 
this plan and quit worrying about your future! 

















The Christian and War 

By Kirby Page 


H AS the Great War ended war? We would like to 
believe that it has. We are not so sure of it as 
we were during those hours of delirious joy on 
Armistice Day. We are afraid that it has not. The 
international situation does not permit any easy optim¬ 
ism. The one bright ray of light seems to be the League 
of Nations. And yet many voices tell us that the League 
itself is a source of danger. We are reminded of the 
words of Colonel Roosevelt: “Let us never forget that 
any promise that such a league of nations or any other 
piece of machinery will definitely do away with war, is 
either sheer nonsense or rank hypocrisy/’ 

Our own judgment tells us that the League cannot pre¬ 
vent war unless the nations enter it in the right spirit. 
And yet it is just this matter of the spirit of the nations 
that troubles us most. Everywhere there are unmistak¬ 
able evidences of a rising tide of jealousy, rivalry, suspic¬ 
ion, fear, hatred and enmity. If this tide continues to 
advance it will overwhelm us with another war. Until it 
recedes no league can ultimately prevent war. In the face 
of such an international situation, what can the militant 
Christian do to prevent war? 

REFUSE UNCHRISTIAN WEAPONS 

For the follower of Jesus, the test of the morality of 
any procedure is, Is it Christian? Is it in harmony with 
the spirit and teaching of Jesus? The test is not, Is it the 
lesser of two wrongs? Is it sanctioned or commanded 
by the state or church? Is it in accordance with interna¬ 
tional law or the accepted code of morals of the majority? 
Is it sanctioned in the Old Testament? The supreme test 
is, Is it Christian? 

In the effort to overcome dangerous heresies, is it right 
to torture men until they die in agony? In seeking to 
protect one's family from malignant evil spirits, is it right 
to burn witches at the stake? In endeavoring to over¬ 
throw corrupt politicians and in the interest of an honest 
and patriotic candidate, is it right to outbid your corrupt 
opponent and purchase enough votes to win the election? 
In attempting to defend your country from the onslaught 
of a murderous autocratic militarism, is it right to make 
use of un-Christian weapons? 

For a disciple of Jesus, in each case the decision hinges 
upon the answer to the question, Is it Christian? Is it a 
thing that Jesus could do without sin? Is it in harmony 
with his teaching and desires ? Can it be followed without 
violating his way of life? Is it such that he can use it, 
sanction it and bless it? If the devout monk had decided 
the question solely upon these grounds, he should not have 
used torture to conquer the heretic, the judge should not 
have used the stake to silence witches, the politician should 
not adopt the evil practices of his opponent, and if the 
Christian citizen uses this same test, he should not, in my 
opinion, use the sword in resisting the military despot. 
Not even in seeking to protect his family is the fol¬ 


lower of Jesus justified in doing a thing that is un-Chris¬ 
tian. As great and solemn as is the obligation to defend 
one's family, it is not the supreme duty of the Christian. 
All will admit that there are times when a man has a 
higher loyalty than to his family. A concrete case may 
help to make this clear. When in wartime a man who 
possesses information essential to the enemy has been 
taken prisoner with his family, and is faced with the alter¬ 
native of yielding to his captors, divulging the desired 
information and betraying his country, or having his wife 
killed before his own eyes, loyalty to country takes prece¬ 
dence over loyalty to family. No man is ever justified in 
betraying his country even to save his family. 

If this is true with regard to the citizen and the state, 
how much the more is it true with regard to the Christian 
and the kingdom of God. Again and again the followers 
of Jesus have had to decide which was the higher loyalty, 
to him and his principles, or to family. The early Chris¬ 
tians faced these alternatives, and gladly offered them¬ 
selves and their loved ones as living sacrifices in the arena 
with the lion and the tiger, rather than forsake His way 
of life. The reformers faced these alternatives and to¬ 
gether with their families were burned at the stake, rather 
than recant and deny the Christian truth. Christians in 
the heart of Africa have given Christ supreme loyalty and 
have seen their loved ones carried into a slavery worse 
than death, rather than betray him and adopt the Moslem 
religion. The proud Brahmin in India faces these alterna¬ 
tives and gives up father and mother, wife and daughter, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. The Christian in every age 
has had to decide to whom supreme loyalty should be 
rendered, to self, to family, to tribe, to nation, or to the 
Kingdom of God. 

HOW WAR ACTUALLY WORKS 

It is infinitely more important that a man should be 
true to Jesus and his principles than to protect his family 
at the expense of the kingdom. A Christian is never justi¬ 
fied in following a course of action that is utterly opposed 
to the principles of the kingdom, not even to serve the tem¬ 
poral well-being of family or nation. 

And the case against war is made doubly strong when 
we examine the evidence as to how it actually defends 
women and children. Take the recent war, for example. 
Has the sword protected the women and children of any 
belligerent nation? Call the roll. Belgium, brave little 
Belgium! Has the sacrificial death of her sons sufficed to 
protect her women and children? Alas, it has not, and 
history records few instances of greater suffering by the 
helpless of any land. Indeed, we have heard a hundred 
times more of the outraging of women and the killing of 
little children in Belgium than in Luxemburg, where the 
husbands and fathers offered no armed resistance. 

Perhaps no higher authority could be quoted in this 
connection than Brand Whitlock, ex-minister to Belgium. 
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Listen to what he says: “In all those regions where the 
Germans could pass without resistance from the Belgians 
or French or English troops, there were no massacres and 
no incendiarism in the grand style. There were many iso¬ 
lated cases of individual outrages and atrocities, of course, 
but no systematic organized annihilation of cities, no 
massacre of peoples as at Louvain, Dinant, Aerschot, 
Tamines, Vise.” 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Has war protected the women and children of Serbia, 
of Roumania, of Poland, of Armenia? Millions in these 
lands have suffered and died in agony as the direct result 
of this war. Has war protected the women of France, 
Italy, Russia, Germany, England? Travel through these 
lands and see the results of the war and be convinced of 
the fact that it has done anything else other than protect 
ihem. Think of the increased immorality and crime caused 
by the experiences of the late conflict. Thousands of men 
have returned from the war to blast their wives and chil¬ 
dren with foul diseases. Think of the awful suspense of 
these four years of anxious waiting, the agony of soul at 
the news of the loss of the loved one, the vacant chairs 
at the fireside, the crippled heroes who shall limp through 
life, a heavy burden upon their wives and children, think 
of the shattered dreams, blasted hopes and broken hearts, 
caused by the war. War protects women and children! It 
is tragic mockery, war is the arch-enemy of womanhood 
and childhood! 

The use of the sword as a weapon of defence has re¬ 
sulted in the death of ten millions of soldiers and non- 
combatants, and in the mutilation of millions more. Can 
any sane man believe that Germany would have deliber¬ 
ately slaughtered in cold blood ten ‘millions of people had 
she been met with the spirit of the cross rather than with 
the sword? We must admit that as a means of defending 
women and children, war is a ghastly failure. 

WAR AND FREEDOM 

The use of the sword may preserve political freedom 
and liberty of thought and action. And it is here, in the 
final analysis, that the ethics of war must be determined. 
Is war justifiable as a means of preserving political liberty? 

Jeusu had little to say about political freedom; he had 
much to say about moral and spiritual freedom. When 
confronted with the question of human freedom he saw 
that unless men's hearts were changed, freedom from 
Rome would simply mean an exchange of masters. To 
destroy the oppressors of a nation is not Jesus’ way of 
bringing freedom to its citizens. Real freedom is not a 
racial, national or international problem, it is personal. 
Caesar, exercising authority over tens of thousands and 
dining in royal style, is shackled by many passions; Paul, 
loaded with chains and eating his prison fare, knows no 
master, save One. Pilate, with his diadem of gold and 
glass of wine, is slave; Jesus, with his crown of thorns 
and cup of gall, is free. “If the Son shall make you frees 
you shall be free indeed.” 

Not even when the political freedom of a nation is at 
stake should the Christian militant make use of an un- 


Christian weapon. The following of Jesus Christ is in¬ 
finitely more important than the maintenance of political 
liberty at the expense of his principles. 

BE CHRISTIAN 

It is not enough to hold a negative attitude and to say 
that the Christian militant should never sanction any prac¬ 
tice which is opposed to the spirit and teaching of Jesus. 
He must also be prepared to deal in a positive way with 
the actual situations in every day life. “One great obstacle 
to world peace,” says President Faunce, “is the passive 
and flabby conception of peace which dreamers and senti¬ 
mentalists have set before us. Rejecting the philosophy of 
blood and iron, they have sometimes offered us a philos¬ 
ophy of milk and water. They have urged upon us a vast 
and permanent negative.” 

In the face of danger and threatened oppression, what: 
should the follower of Jesus do? Be Christian! And 
what does it mean to be Christian? To be guided solely 
by the principles of Jesus and to live for exactly the same 
ends for which he lived. “When a man chooses Christ 
he has to do on the absolute basis that Christ is what he 
means by truth,” says W. E. Orchard, “and that Christ's 
career is what he calls success.” 

The Christian in Belgium or in England in 1914 should 
not have gone to war, in my opinion, since war is violently 
un-Christian. He should have been Christian, that is, he 
should have lived in the spirit of Jesus Christ, returning 
good for evil, love for hatred, mercy for cruelty, kindness 
for atrocity. Even if his country had been conquered by 
Germany, he would have confronted the same situation 
which Jesus faced, and like Jesus he should have sought 
to get rid of the oppressor by other means than the sword. 

SPIRIT OF GOOD-WILL 

As to how this spirit of love and good-will should be 
manifested must depend upon the circumstances of each 
individual case. One thing at least is clear, it seems to 
me, no Christian should ever retaliate with war for war, 
no Christian should choose the sword and reject the cross. 
Starting with the avowed determination always to refuse 
any practice which is contrary to the spirit of Jesus, each 
Christian must determine the channel through which he 
can best show love for friends and enemy alike. 

The way of the cross is not primarily a program of 
action or a mechanism, it is an attitude, a spirit, a rela¬ 
tionship. Jesus left no detailed code of laws and he out¬ 
lined no definite program of overcoming the evils of his 
day. He was concerned with fundamental principles and 
laid emphasis upon frame of mind, attitude, relationship. 
He left it to each Christian to decide his actions under 
given circumstances. 

Christianity is not a code of laws, yet it furnishes a 
standard of measurement by means of which every de¬ 
tailed choice of life may be gauged. In the first century 
and in the twentieth, the individual Christian must deter¬ 
mine his own course of action in the light of the spirit 
and teaching of Jesus. He gave Peter, James and John 
no definite program or mechanism by which they could 
overcome slavery, idolatry, licentiousness and militarism, 






Understanding England 

By Lynn Harold Hough 


W E were about to embark on the ship which was to 
carry us back to America. I had been saying some 
hearty and eager word of appreciation regarding 
England to the friend at my side. A stranger—an Ameri¬ 
can also—interrupted us. He had opinions about Eng¬ 
land. And he intended to give them publicity. They were 
not pleasant opinions. And they were announced with a 
caustic energy which showed how much enjoyment he 
derived from saying ugly things about the “tight little 
island,” which we were leaving. There are a good many 
of this man. And they are filled with surprise when they 
are told that they have never seen England at all. They 
feel that they have weighed John Bull in the balance and 
that he is found wanting. They do not know that they 
have never really become acquainted with the man whom 
they are condemning. 

Now, of course, an American can have rather a bad 
time in England. If he insists on taking all his American 
assumptions with him and in the, most superior fashion 
refuses to take seriously the assumptions which come out 
of centuries of English life and experience, he will be 
hitting against sharp and cutting edges of English tem¬ 
perament all the while. He will perpetually be erecting 
invisible walls which will shut him off from the people 
among whom he is sojourning. He will never make the 
distinction between what a man does and what he means 
by what he does. And he will fail to see that things which 
have one meaning in America, often have a very different 
meaning in England. Every land has its own passwords, 
and the traveler in that land must learn them. This is, 
of course, as necessary for Englishmen in America as for 
Americans in England. And the fact is complicated be¬ 
cause a nation’s code of manners has entered so deeply 
into its life that it has sunk far below the level of con¬ 
sciousness. Men only know that they do not like the 
men who violate its requirements. They would be con¬ 
fused if they were suddenly required to state it The 
American who would see England, must be willing quietly 
and thoughtfully to set about looking at England through 
English eyes. 

OVERLOOKED TREASURES 

Let us follow this open-minded and open-hearted Airier- 
ican as he goes through the British Isles, finding treasures 
which many a tourist will miss. Perhaps he is a Cecil 
Rhodes scholar at Oxford and his residence in the great 
university will give him all the more opportunity to dis¬ 
cover the land which has welcomed him to one of its 
shrines of learning. 

His first impression will be a sense of something very 
finished and very old. The buildings, the exquisite lawns, 
the whole landscape, as he goes about, tell the tale of a 
people with centuries of memories and all the subtle im¬ 
pression of intricate relationships which comes out of an 
ancient life. And even in this restless day, when the spirit 


of iconoclastic activity is all abroad, the English radical 
has no intention of turning from the treasures of the old 
life out of which he has come. He is audacious enough 
industrially. He is a convinced democrat politically. But 
he is an unconscious Tory in most of his social intuitions. 
He proposes to keep the rare and exquisite bloom of 
English life, even though his steps as he sets about it are 
often awkward enough. 

The man who can love old buildings and old yet gra¬ 
cious ways, the man who can watch with a happy gleam 
of appreciation in his eyes, without talking, has taken the 
first step in discovering England, and incidentally in being 
liked by Englishmen. 

MANY KINDS OF SILENCE 

The second step is taken when a man begins to under¬ 
stand the seventy-seven kinds of silence of which an 
Englishman is capable. A typical American is not sure a 
thing has happened to him until he has talked about it. 
A typical Englishman would be perfectly sure a thing had 
not happened to him in any deep and noble way if he did 
talk about it. And all the delicate shadings of his compli¬ 
cated nature are expressed in kinds of silence which the 
discerning friend can follow and interpret with a sort of 
hearty pleasure. When a man learns not to crash into 
the delicate and gracious silence of an Englishman with 
blatant and careless speech he is on the way of becoming 
his friend for life. And when he can match the English¬ 
man’s silence with a silence of his own, all full of rich 
and understanding appreciation, the deed is donfe. 

Then there is the puzzle of English speech. For Eng¬ 
lishmen can talk. They do talk. And when they talk, 
often they protect the fine flower of their inner life by 
saying what they do not think. There are nations whose 
men talk cynically because they are cynical. F.ngligfim^r, 
talk cynically because they are afraid of the delicate 
beauty ol their own ideals, and would make some attempt 
to shelter them from the rude blast sof human conven¬ 
tion, When an Englishman acts in a crisis, he is likely to 
act on the basis of some very simple and manly ideal. 
\\ hen he talks, he is likely to cast words of shattering 
disillusionment all about him. The American who moves 
right through this protective coloring of cynical speech 
to the simple earnestness of heart beneath, will begin to 
come in sight of the soul of England. 

HOURS OF SELF-GIVING 

But there is other talk of which an Englishman is capa- 
ble. He has wonderful hours of self-giving to the men 
whom he really trusts. After you have understood his 
silence, and after you have discounted his cynicism, there 
will come a night when you are alone together. Through 
some subtle alchemy, the miracle will be wrought, and he 
will speak words which tell you the tale of his wistful 
hunger for goodness and beauty, and of those deep and 
abiding idealisms by which his soul lives. 
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and he gives the Christian of today no scheme of over¬ 
coming militarism and oppression. It is by lives lived in 
the spirit of human brotherhood and worship toward God 
that he seeks to overcome slavery and idolatry, and it is 
by lives of aggressive good-will and love at all times and 
under all circumstances that he seeks to overcome mili¬ 
tarism and oppression. 

In this discussion, I am confining myself to a consider¬ 
ation of whether or not the Christian should ever sanction 
or participate in war. I am not making any attempt to 
deal with the mechanism of overcoming oppression and 
preventing war, as exceedingly important as is a definite 
program of action. I am seeking simply to discover the 
cornerstone upon which this program may be built. 

Inability to foretell the consequences of our refusal to 
take ud the sword in time of threatened oppression should 
not deter us from following the way of the cross. The 
spirit of the reply of Wendell Phillips holds true in this 
connection: “I will not discuss with you the specific details 
of what would happen if the slaves were freed, he said. 
“I entrench myself in the principle of human liberty and 
leave the results to Almighty God.” No human being 
could have foretold the results that have come from the 
Good Friday cross. No one can ever foretell the results 
that will come when an individual resolutely follows the 
way of the cross. The most that we can do is to sow the 
seed, God must give the harvest. 

That necessity is the mother of invention has been 
demonstrated repeatedly in the recent war. And it will 
be so in discovering a Christian substitute for war. When 
Christian people come to the absolute conviction that all 
war is un-Christian and should never be participated in, 
when they -withdraw their sanction from war, when they 
cease to depend upon it for protection, when they set 
themselves resolutely to finding a means of applying Chris¬ 
tian principles in national and international life, we may 
hope to see the abolition of war and the dawning of a new 
day of good-will and human brotherhood. 

Christ’s challenge 

The Christian militant of the present day is faced with 
a tremendous challenge. He is challenged to a deeper 
faith in Jesus’ way of life, to an undying conviction that 
ihe way of the cross is the most dynamic, powerful and 
compelling manner of life. Mightier than divisions of 
infantry and cavalry, more powerful than dynamite and 
ammonal, more irresistible than poison gas and boiling 
oil, is the spirit of the cross. It is the one thing in the 
world that cannot be frightened, discouraged or con¬ 
quered. It is the one sure way of overcoming personal, 
industrial and political oppression. Truly it is the great¬ 
est thing in the world. 

This faith should be so deep and abiding that the Chris¬ 
tian militant would refuse to admit- that Prussianism, 
Mohammedanism or any other militarism can conquer 
pure Christianity, and would refuse to allow any militarist 
so to intimidate him as to cause him to lose confidence 
in the way of the cross. 

The Christian militant is challenged to a more strenuous 
search for ways of applying the spirit of the cross in 


industrial, national and international affairs, as well as in 
personal affairs. 

He is challenged to a more intense loyalty to Jesus’ 
way of life, to an eager willingness to follow this way in 
spite of all obstacles, dangers and consequences. He is 
challenged to adopt Jesus’ standard of success and failure 
and his estimate of time. As was the case with him, the 
Christian militant should lose sight of temporary suffer¬ 
ing and persecution in seeking to advance the ultimate 
well-being of mankind. He should recognize that it was 
this long distance view of time that compelled Jesus to 
refuse the sword and to make no military effort to bring 
about the immediate political freedom of his people, and 
that it was this same vision that caused him to choose the 
way of the cross and to go down in defeat, as the world 
measures success. And if the Christian militant is to be 
true to the Master, he must also choose the way of the 
cross and must follow Jesus even though the path may 
lead to seeming defeat. 

NO COMPROMISE 

The Christian militant is challenged to follow his con¬ 
victions and to refuse all compromise with means and 
weapons that are un-Christian. If he believes firmly that 
war is always an un-Christian way of seeking to achieve 
a righteous end, he should be loyal to that conviction in 
the face of any pressure or danger, and be no less cour¬ 
ageous than the soldier in battle. He should be loyal to 
his conviction even in the face of aroused public opinion 
and popular clamor. He should refuse to be swayed by 
frenzied passion or surface patriotism, but should remem¬ 
ber that the truest patriotism is shown only by loyalty to 
one’s highest moral convictions. 

The call is for men and women who will follow the 
way of the cross with the same courage and abandon with 
which the soldier serves his country, who are willing to 
risk everything for the Kingdom of God, who have learned 
to count all things lost for Christ’s sake, and who will 
follow his way of life without qualification or compro¬ 
mise. 

To increase the number of men and women in all lands 
who will refuse absolutely to sanction the use of any un- 
Christian weapon, who will follow without compromise 
the teaching and example of Jesus Christ, and who will 
seek diligently by every possible means to spread abroad 
in the lives of individuals and of nations the spirit of 
Jesus, this is the only sure way to abolish war. 
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October 28. 1920. 


Dear Brother Suekley: 

Let ae thank you for your letter of October 25th. 

1 have gives Its contents careful consideration. You state 
that I "entered into a solemn obligation with the American 
Society and the Board of Church Extension agreeing to stay 
with the church for at least three years.' this le quite 
true. As a natter of foot, by next July I will have completed 
a service with this church of three years and four months, 
including the four months at the beginning of 1917. 

It is also true that 1 did expect definitely to 
remain with this work until July 1922. At no time* however* 
have 1 agreed definitely to stay beyond that date. In fact. 

I stated very positively to President Burnham in hie office 
in Cincinnati that even if I did not go to the foreign field 
I did not feel led to continue this type of work permanently. 

I said then and 1 still feel that ultimately my work should 
be with students. I am paying the pries of earnest and con¬ 
tinued study, wnich many ministers are not able to do. Per 
the last eight years I have devoted the major part of my time 
and energy to sustained study. I expect to continue this 
intensive study for at least the next five years. I am ae 
dear as daylight that 1 can render my maximum contribution to 
the Kingdom of God by following this procedure. 

^ith this background, you can readily understand 
with what force i'r. Eddy's call and challenge came to me. 

It seems to lead me directly into the very type of work that 1 
feel called of God to attempt. It gives me an opportunity to 
do a kind of work that it denied to all save a few. and for 
this reason places upon me added responsibility, it seems to me. 
As to the relative importance of the work of this local church 
and the combination of study, writing and preaching offered 
in the proposed work, it does not seem to me that there le any 
room for argument. This is not to say that the work of this 
church is not exceedingly important. It is. 

1 have felt ali along and have ao expressed my 
conviction that after a certain stage this work eaa be carried 
on just as successfully, if net a good deal more ao. by some¬ 
one else. In my own mind. 1 am absolutely confident that that 
stage will be reached before next July. Especially do I feel 
this way since ttr. kepheraon has begun his work with us. He 
seems to ms ts have every qualification needed to carry on this 
work suooossfully - personality, initiative, training and 
reparation, preaching ability, enthusiasm and energy. Ho lo 
\e sort of man who could easily step into a $4,000 or $5,000 
uroh over night. He has made a splendid beginning. On 
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last Sunday he preached two very effective sermons, having a 
confession in the evening. He is rapidly adjusting himself to 
the new situation and is Baking friends rapidly, our folks 
are simply delighted with him. 

You speak repeatedly of this work failing, it does 
not seem to me that there is any more possibility of this 
church failing than there is that Central Church or Flatbuah 
Church should fail. The thought of a failure here certainly 
does not seen to ae to oe in the realm of probability at all. 
v.hy should this church fail any mors than a thousand ohurehes 
with lesser opportunities in the field and with lees useful 
buildings? 


As to your regret that we oalled Brother KcPherson 
without consulting the United Society, 1 did talk the matter 
great detail with T)r. Gordon, who is, as Z understand 
it, your representative here in Hew York. Dr. Gordon has 
expressed unqualified approval of what wo have done, if Mc¬ 
Pherson was going to corns at all, the tins for him to begin 
was the week of our opening. This he could not do if we 
dekiyed matters pending a decision from St. Louie. Then too 
since the United Society is not to pay a cent of hi a sal/ary 
at this time, 1 was not sure whether or not they would want 
to give him an official eall, and 1 so expressed this thought 
in my letter to president Burnham. As to whether or not the 
United Society desires hits to succeed bo next July, if thing* 
are in favorable condition, that, of course, ia a natter that 
must be decided in St. Louis, keeping in Bind the wishes of 
the local congregation. 

There la one other matter that seems to bs to be 
worthy of mention. You seen to be more concerned about thf 
investment of money on the part of your Board than you do about 
the investment of my life. 1 appreciate keenly the fact that 
your Board has made a large investment here, but that does not 
seem to me to be of equal importance with the will of God for 
life. The test for st is, %here does God desire bs to work? 
And to that question, as applied to the two places under con* 
sideration, there is a very clear answer. 

As to my promise to remain until July 1922, 1 feel 
that the new and altogether unexpected developments since 
that understanding was reached, have a bearing upon the question. 
Until a short tine ago. I had not the remotest thought of over 
giving my full time to work with Hr. Eddy. His verbal call, 
followed by a letter, came to Be aa a total surprise. Then too 
the faot that we have a man of such unusual qualifications pre¬ 
pared to take up this work also has a bearing in this regard. 

As a matter of fact, 1 am convinced that the two of us working 
ogether until next July can have this work in aa good shape 
' it would have been in another year if I hau continued to work 
one. 
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I have written at this length and in this tons 
because I desire you to know ay reasons for haring reached 
the decision under discussion* Pay I summarise my con* 
rictions upon this point? 

(1) The work of this church is exceedingly inport* 
ant* but not so important* in my opinion* ae the work with 
Vr. Eddy. 


(2) By next July the work of this shuroh will be 
in such shape that 1 can break away without any eerioue 
consequences. 

(3) Br. McPherson Is admirable qualified to lead 
these people on to still greater things. 

(4) The Board of Church Extension has never made 
an investment which will pay bigger dividends for. the Kingdom 
than the money Invested here. 

These convictions, coupled with eertais others * one 
of which is that the work with hr* Eddy will give me perfect 
freedom to say and do the things which I want to say and to 
do* which is not true of my present work, as you will realize 
after our experience at Cincinnati last year and in the light 
of rec nt happenings in Lt. Louis* - have caused me to reach 
the deoision under discussion. 

Let me again thank you for your personal interest 
and lor the cooperation of your Toard in the great work we are 
attempting to do here in Ridgewood. 

Cordially yours* 


l'r. r. H. Vuckley, 

United Christian Missionary Society, 
St« Louis* Mo. 




Charles Clayton Morrison 
Editor 
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Herbert L. Willett 

Contributing Editor 


Thomas Curtis Clark 
Office Manager 



A Journal! of M@3i§)i©» 

1408 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 


October 30, 1980. 


Rev. Kirby Page, 

Forest Avenue and Linden St., 

Brooklyn, IT. Y. 

My dear Mr. Page: 

I have your letter of October 83, 
enclosing copy for an ad which I have turned 
over to the advertising department. I note 
with touch interest the news data you are 
sending. This I am turning over to the news 
department. I think it lends itself to a 
notice of really general interest. 

I am sorry that we have not had a 
review of "Something More." I supposed it had 
appeared by this time, but evidently our 
Reviewer has not yet got his copy in. 

You will note that we printed an 
article from your book manuscript in this week's 
issue of The Christian Century (October 88). The 
composition is nearly done on the book. I am 
hoping that we will be able to send galley proofs 
to you within a day or two. I congratulate you 
upon the success of your work. 


very sincerely yours, 



Editor, THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


CCM-H 



Charles Clayton Morrison 
Editor 
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Herbert L. Willett 

Contributing Editor 


Thomas Curtis Clark 
Office Manager 



A Journal of Religion 


1408 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 


Nov. 5th, 1920. 


Rev. Kirby Page, 
611 Forest Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


My dear Mr, Page: 


I am asking the office to send you, under another cover, a 
copy of your manuscript together with galley proofs of same in type. 
Will you please proof-read this carefully and return to us at your 
earliest convenience? In connection with the manufacture of the book, 
the little fund you indicated you had on hand, amounting to §600.00 
would be usable at this tine. In frankness, however, I ought to say 
to you that the probability of your ever getting it back is quite 
remote. Both you and your friend who may be the donor of the amount, 
ought so to understand it. Your book will be read by the esoteric few. 
The- mood of the time is anything but congenial with the pacifisticfi. 
doctrine. From some points of view it will be a costly thing for us 

to publish your book, out I wish to do so nevertheless. Some of us 

have to keep the light burning in these days of cynical reaction with 
respect to the ideals which are the very substance of our Christian 
profession. 

If in view of this very candid prognosis you still desire us 
to go forward with the book,and to subsidize it, we will be pleased to 
do so ; but I felt that a statement of this sort, in utter frankness, 
ought to be made. Please do not interpret this,however, as in any 

sense a case of "cold feet" on our part, or WR^yurpose to in any 

fashion curtail the publicity which it is to our interest to give to 
everyone of our publications. 



CCM-H 


Very sincerely yours 


Editor THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY. 


P.S. You remember "The Creed of a Modern Christian" by 
Sherwood Eddy which you sent me a long time ago. I still have it on my 
desk and wish I might use it, with his name. It does not seem to lend it¬ 
self very well to anonymous publication. Did you ever find out whether he 
would give his consent to its carrying his name? There is nothing in it 
that is not perfectly orthodox, and he ought to have no hesitation in the 
matter. 








611 Forest Ave.» 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
November 13, 1920. 


Dear old Art:. 

I oould hardly realize that the time haa gone ao quick¬ 
ly and tnat the date of your sailing is eo near at hand. Well, 
old top, you surely carry with you our beet wishes and deepest 
affection. A great many things have happened since those wild 
days at Drake, but 1 trust that the direction of our movement 
has been forward. 1 believe it has. You and Ivy are certainly 
facing a need and an opportunity calculated to draw out tne beet 
that is within you. ho one save the Good God Himself knows the 
difference you will make in the lives of those needy people. We 
shall follow you cloeely with the utmost interest and shall not 
fail you in prayer. 

"e are to begin our work in the new building next Sunday, 
although it is still in an unfinished condition. For many months 
now, v.e have been planning and preparing for this enlarged work. 

1 feel exceedingly hopeful for tne future. We are having placed 
at our disposal, a building, which even without the finiehed 
church auditorium, is an unusual one. I have seldom seen a build¬ 
ing that seem8 to be better adapted to a comprehensive program of 
community service than the one we now have. 

You know about the letter from Br. Eddy asking me to 
give my full time to the work with him, reading, writing, and 
speaking, and the reply I made, to the effect that my obligations 
to this church are such that it ia quite out of the question for 
me to think of leaving new. Since that time 1 hrve received 
another letter from him in which he oifers to pay the entire 
salary of an Associate Pastor for this church in order that 1 
may have the maximum time for study and research. Hie generous 
gift of $200.00 a month is enabling us to employ an associate 
pastor. Me feel that we have been exceedingly fortunate in mak¬ 
ing arrangements with ? r r. A. F. Fopherson to serve in this 
capacity. FcFherson is a graduate of Transylvania, took his B.D. 
from the College of the Bible, last year took his G.T.E. from 
Union Theological Seminary and this year is completing his 
residence requirements for hie ?h. D. from Columbia. He has a 
fine personality, is a good preacher ana intensely interested in 
the city problem, begins vith us next Sunday. With two 

preachers and a director, & building unusually well adapted to 
the program ?/e have in mind and a field with an unnumbered group 
of needy people, surely, with the help oi God, we ought to make 
our work count. 

Since we begin our new work on {Jetooer 17th, of course, 

I will no; be able to get to St. Douis. 1 would greatly enjoy 
meeting old friends there and listen to the conference program. 
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I am just a little afraid that the Roberts club ie gradually 
fading away. 1 have not received a letter from about two thirds 
of the group this year, although 1 have written at least ones 
to eaoh member. It seems th$t the pressure of our own work 
makes regular correspondence with that large a group impraotieable. 
So far as 1 am concerned,. 1 do plan to be regular in my corres¬ 
pondence with many of that group, certainly including yourself. 

You will, of course, give our best love to Fred and 
Very, will and hie wife, and to the folks io south America. 

#.ith aeep personal affection, 

Beer lours. 


P*A3> 







November 16, 1920. 


My dear T'r. Porrison: 

let me thank you for yours of November 5th. The 
galley proof is at hand. I have gone through it rather 
carefully. 1 am not sure whether you plan to send rre the 
page proof or not. In case you do not send it to rr.e, you 
will# of course, have one of your experienced proof-readers 
go through it very carefully. I hope you have decided to 
use the title "The Sword or the Cross' 1 with the sub-title, 
which should be "The Weapon of the Christian ’’ilitant." 1 
rather like this title myself. 

I have taken the liberty of asking Professor 
Harry F. Ward to write a brief introduction for the book. 
This he has.consented to do and I am letting him run through 
the galley proof before it is returned to you. There are 
few men in the country from whom I would rather have an 
introduction than Professor Ward. 

I note what you say about the financial difficul¬ 
ties involved. I gathered from your former letter that you 
thought that 8, maximum of $600,00 would cover the cost of 
publishing this book and that the amount received from the 
sale of the book would be refunded to cover, at least in 
part, this advance. I secured this money as a personal 
loan and will have to repay it within two years. If I am 
right in understanding that $600.00 will cover the cost of 
producing this book, I feel quite certain that the sales 
will cover a good part of this, especially if the book fe¬ 
ed v c s adequate advertising. I understand full well th&t 
the spirit of the times is quite opposed to books of this 
sort, but on the other hand the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
has quite an extnnsive membership now and I am hopeful that 
the book- will have quite a sale among this group. I feel 
sure that Norman Thomas will push the book in the "World 
Tomorrow" and that the Fellowship of Reconciliation will 
be able to dispose of a good many copies. 

In any case 1 hope you will push the publication 
of this book forward ae rapid!.,* as possible. I would say 
this even if 1 knew that the entire $600.00 had to come out 
of my own pocket. 
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F lease v.rite me explicitly whether or not I am 

correct in understanding that the $600.00 covers the gen¬ 
eral cost of production. I enclose herewith my check for 
the $600.00. 


Do you plan to issue the book in more than one 
binding? That is, are you going to have a cardboard and a 
paper binding, or do you plan to issue it in just one bind¬ 
ing? Y.j own feeling is that the two bindings would be 
preferable. What price would the book retail for? How 
many copies do you plan to have printed now? If the worst 
comes to the worst ant the sale of the book falls flat, I 
feel that the copies could be disposed of to good advantage 
as gifts to libraries throughout the country. I enclose a 
number of comments that have keen made concerning this book. 

It has occurred to me that perhaps these, together with ether 
comments that we E:ay be able to get, could be used most ef¬ 
fectively in advertising the book. What would you think 
about using a number of these on the front and back covers 
of the book - 1 do not mean on the actual cover ol the book, 
but on the paper covers which protects the book. 1 think 
we could probably get short statements from such persons as 
President Ozora Davis, who is now a member of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, as you Aoubtless knowj John Haynes Holmes 
and Bishop Paul Jones, I wonder if it would be possible to 
get a comment frorr Dr. Willett, even though it be in the fora 
of a criticism? 1 think 1 could easily get a comment from, 

Dr. Idleman, il you think it would be worth anything. Y,ould 
it be worth while to ask Fresident Burnham for his reaction? 
Would a comment from professor Herbert kart in be of any par¬ 
ticular value, do yo- think? If you think this sort of a 
thing could be done, it might be well for you to send copy 
of the page proof to any such persons from, whom you may de¬ 
sire a statement. You can make this request in your name 
or in : me, whichever you prefer. I think such a group of 
comments might easily double the circulation of the book. 

X shall be interested to know how you plan to 
advertise the book. Are you thinning oi striding out a card 
announcement or a leaflet to a select group of persons, 
for instance, selecting the tv.o o v three hundred preachers 
of leading pulpits in the various religious brotherhoods, 
or to such groups as Y.r.C.A. and Y.k.C.A. secretaries. 

Social workers, etc..J'y opinion is that this latt ;r pro¬ 
cedure would probably pay big dividends. The cost ought 
not to be exherbitant and the list could easily be secured. 
Personally, I should like to se trie done, even if we run 
tne risk oi losing a larger snare oi tne J600.00 advanced. 

Do you thinx that display ads in such papers as "The ^orld 
Tomorrow", "The Survey," “The Continent," "Christian Work" 
and possibly :, The fat ion" or "The hew Republic" would be 
possible or advisable? 
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I am a liltle more optimistic regarding the demand 
for this Eort of a book than you are, although I confess 
I am not in as good a position to know the facts in the case. 
It doee seeir: to me tnat in spite of the heart-rending reac¬ 
tion all the way along the line there many tr ubleo souls 
who would welcome euch a discussion as thiE. bo far as I 
know, nothing of tnis nature has been published in the 
United States since the war. Even the Fellowship of Recon¬ 
ciliation has a patnetic ladk of literature. I should like 
to see Phis book advertised to the limit even if accompanied 
by correspondingly greater risks of financial loss, yj 
convictione on this subject are so keen ana the issues at 
stake seer to me to be so important that 1 desire to do 
ever} possible thing to increase the circulation oi this 
little book. If absolutely necessary, v,e right even get 
an additional subsidy. It is barely possible tnat tne 
Fellowsnip of Reconciliation might care to cooperate in 
advertising and Belling this book. I really think they would. 

Your letter concerning Sherwood Eddy’s Creed was 
forwarded to him in Europe. He is now in Egypt and the 
i,'ear East. As toon as I get hie answer 1 will communicate 
with you. He expects to return to this country about the 
middle of December. I will miss my guess if his new 
message does not create something of a sensation TIT not a 
shock) before the next twelve months are over. 

Pleaee take the time to answer as many of the 
questions asked in this letter as you can. 

ttith every good wish. 


Sincerely yours. 





8. D. GAMBLE 

A WESTMORELAND PLACE 
PASADENA, CAL. 


November 22-1920 
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Rev. Kir "by Page, 

#611 For est Ave., \ 

Brooklyn, N.Y. , ... 

Pear Kirby:- 

Thank you for your good letter with the enclosure from Doc¬ 
tor Eddy. He read it with a great deal of interest and then forwarded 
it to Mrs. Sweet in Denver. '.That experiences the Chief has been having 
He certainly is a great one to get in the middle of a ticklish situation 
and be able to work it out to the satisfaction of all concerned. I can 
just imagine the influence he had on the young men in Egypt. He cer¬ 
tainly has started something if only those who return are able to finish 
it. As I might remark, it is right there that the social program 
comes _in. 

I was glad to know that you are getting into the new material 
coming from England. I certainly envy you the opportunity of reading 
those books. I surely have had but little or no opportunity for reading 
lately. 


Stew Burgess and a man by the name of Bocker, who has been in 
the business end of the work for the Presbyterian Mission in Shanghai, 
are due here newt week. Arthur Eugh is also t o be here on the finan¬ 
cial campaign of the International Committee. I believe I am to have 
the opportunity of introducing him at a luncheon to be gi^en him here 
in Pasadena. I will try and not be too hard on him^<*~«^. Xb, 

The Peking' Report is still coming along ifco slowly, v/orking 
on the poverty situation and the institutions, I find it rather hard to 
describe and not criticise. I certainly do not want to have the Chinese 
think that I want to knock everything they do and the way they do it. 

Before long I imagine, you will be seeing the Chief and having 
a good session with him over aLl the things he has gathered for his 
work from his experiences on the other side. How I wish I might be 
there at that time. Please give him my best when you see him. 

>7ith kindest regards, I am. 

Cor d ially y ours 


n 






Kovember 21, 1921. 


Vy dear Mr. 2ddy: 

Vy thinking has taken a eurioua and 
altogether unexpected turn sinoe our conrcr¬ 
eation on Saturday "treeing. When you ex* 
pressed your willingness to hare me accompany 
you on your next trip, 1 replied instantly 
that 1 thought it would be better for me to 
continue my present study and writing. After 
supper my wife and 1 talked of it somewhat. 

In some unaccountable nay, X suddenly found 
myself giving serious consideration to your 
suggestion.. As a matter of fact, I have 
thought of little else since that time. My 
wife and 1 spent practically all day yesterday 
discussing the matter from various angles. 

We have Hated the disadvantages 
and advantages of my making this tour with 
you somewhat as follows: 

disadvantages : The trip would 

mean a long separation from my wife and 
ohlldden - just as we are getting settled 
down to a normal home life for the first 
time since we have been married. It would 
involve a real lose for me to be away from 
the children for such a length of time. 

Then too, such a trip would break 
into the program of study and writing that 

1 had anticipated. It would require con¬ 
siderable effort to catch up after my return. 

Again, to accompany you would 
necessitate some stenographic work - which 

2 thought 1 had put behind me for the rest 
of my life. 

These are the chief reasons why 
1 had reached the conclusion that it would 
be better for me not to accompany you on 
this next trip. 
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Advantages: OB the other hand, there 

are many reaX advantages in a a l fiB g this trip* 

It would, of course, furnish many new and val¬ 
uable experiences and would greatly enrioh my 
background for future writing and speaking. 

It would furnish an opportunity for 
a first-hand study of social and industrial 
oondltloas in many countries. Such a study 
would enable me to write a aeries of articles 
that ought to be useful. 

I night possibly be able to dig out 
certain material that would be useful to you. 

It is possible that out of the exjflrieuces gained 
and the material collected might come a book. 

I should greatly covet the oppor¬ 
tunities to epeak that would doubtlese be 
opened up from time to tine. Also the 
opportunities for personal work. 

After a day of discussion and 
prayer, my wife and 1 are inclined to believe 
that the advantages of my taking this trip 
grsstly outweigh the disadvantages. T/y wife 
is quite willing for me to go if it seems 
the wise thing to do. We are praying for 
guidance. 


Upon your return to the oity, I 
shall hope to talk this over with you at 
length. 


Sinoerely yours. 





GILBERT A* BEAVER 
Chairman 


PAUL JONES 
Secretary 


JOHN NEVIN SAYRE 

Treasurer 


TILE FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 

118 East 28th Street, New York City 

telepbonb Madison Squabb 1240 


Nov. 23, 1920 


Rev. Kirby Page 
611 Porrest Ave. 

Brooklyn, II. Y. 

My dear Mr. Page: 

I am delighted to Inow that your book, "fhe Sword or the 
Gross" is going to be published, and I shall be glad to do 
what I can to help to circulate it among the fellowship rnem- 
bers when it comes out. 

I appreciate very much the permission you have given me 
to incorporate a statement in regard to the fellowship in the 
back of the book, and I am enclosing a copy of the statement 
which I have sent to Ur. Morrison, the editor of the Christian 
Century Press. I hope that the book may find a wide circu¬ 
lation. 

faithfully yours, 

PJ/MSM 











Charles Clayton Morrison 
Editor 


Herbert L. Willett 

Contributing Editor 


Thomas Curtis Clark 
. Office Manager 



A Journal of Religion 

1408 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 
Nov. 24th, 1920. 


Rev. Kirby Page, 

611 Forest Avenue, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Page: 

This is to acknowledge receipt/ °f your 
letter of Nov. 16th, which was accompanied by your check for $600. 

I have just opened the package of proofs which you returned, and am 
sending same to the printer. Tie hope to get the book on the press in 
short order, and perhaps we will be able to have it out by Christmas. 

Let me correct your understanding of the extent 
to which your check applies upon the manufacture of the book. It costs 
a good deal more than $600 to make the book - how much more I do not 
know yet. Your subsidy only guarantees us against loss. Doubtless the 
book will sell to a certain extent, but to what extent there will be a 
market £or it, one cannot say in advance. It is our intention to use 
the title, "The Sword or the Cross", with the sub-title as you suggest. 


If we go to the extent of advertising the book 
in other papers, it will require additional funds. I think we had 
better let that side of the case rest until the book is out and the 
circulars are printed.^. After the first announcements have been made 
we will take up witH'^SS’ the matter of further exploitation. We will 
do our very best to push the book from the - moment it comes from the 
press. I am glad you have sent along the comments concerning your 
manuscript. Tie will use them on the jacket. I think you have sent 
quite enough, although if you happen to get hold of another from some¬ 
one whose name is particularly influential, do not hesitate to send it 
in. Vie can use it in some place, even if we do not have space for it 
on the jacket. 



/ 
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November 25, 1920 THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


3. There is not a line in our editorial utterances to suggest 
that in our opinion the committee, or anyone prominently con¬ 
nected with the convention, was personally insincere. Our 
conviction is quite the contrary. 

4. We made no such insinuation, nor do we believe any 
official had anything to do with the making or framing of the 
resolution. 

5. We made no such accusation nor hinted at it. 

6. This is to miss both Mr. Maclachlan’s point and our own. 
The question is not, Should missionaries who are unwilling 
to subscribe to a church’s creed continue to accept support 
from that church? but, Should Disciples churches adopt a 
human creed at all? 

7. The candor of this statement is as astounding as it is 
refresning. How many Disciples ministem and missionaries 
agreed at their ordination to preach “the commonly accepted 
teachings” of the Disciples churches, or even of the particular 
local churches that ordained them? Where is this body of 
“commonly accepted teachings” to be found? Assuming that 
it is found, or can be formulated, wherein does it differ, as to 
creedal character, from, say, the Westminster Confession of 
Faith? Besides, who made the United Christian Missionary 
Society the judge of the orthodoxy of the missionaries? Or 
who gave the General Convention authority to invade the 
realm of personal opinion and decide questions of practical 
expediency for missionaries and ministers? When before in 
Disciples history has organized financial support been used 
in this ecclesiastical way to secure conformity and orthodoxy 
among ministers and missionaries? The St. Louis convention 

and now Mr. Golden—confesses that the simple creed of 
loyal faith m Jesus Christ as the divine Master of our lives 
which Disciples have historically insisted upon, i s insufficient 
as a bond of faith and practice. The “creed-bound sects” seem 
after all to have been right!— The Editor.] 


Does Liberty “Just Grow Up”? 


we have a definite way for determining what shall “grow 
up. It is so easy to feel that the other man’s contribution 
is negligible when compared with our own, especially if he 
makes that contribution several years before we see the neces¬ 
sity of making any at all. We like to account for the forward 
movements of the world in a way that will include us among 
the “pioneers” of the movement, even if in so doing we vio- 
late the laws of fact and justice. 

Real “pioneering” is great sport, although it has attendant 
features that are unpleasant. The school boy who breaks 
the path through the snow for the girls and other fearful 
friends, feels a thrill which causes him to forget his frosted 
toes and stinging nose. And no red blooded American boy 
can be contented to wait until the path through the snow 
just opens up.” He claims the privilege of helping to 
make the way easier tor those who come after. Is it not 
time to be done with the theory that only the hesitant are 
heaven guided? The child of four and six years of age be¬ 
lieves that his comforts and privileges “just grew up" in the 
home and the world around him, but the mature man knows 
that they were the fruits of thought, labor and sacrifice on 
the part of devoted parents, who in many instances paid for 
these things with their very life blood. 

Civil and religious liberties can not be had without the will¬ 
ingness of some one to purchase them “at a very great price.” 
But they must be had cost what they may and there have 
always been some generous souls in every generation who 
were willing to spend themselves with abandon, in order that 
liberty might be perpetuated, and that men might be free to 
think their own thoughts, and widen the circles of their own 
affections. And the mind that does not yet understand that 
these priceless privileges do not “just grow up,” has not 
grasped a iundamental law of all permanent progress, and has 
failed to participate in one of the most splendid experiences 
that man is permitted to enjoy. L. J. M«bshm.t. 

Carthage, Mo. 


Editor The Christian Century: 

SIR: A small group of men were recently discussing the 
subject of religious liberty; and when one member of the 
group suggested that certain individuals were enjoying free¬ 
dom and larger liberties now because of the pioneering and 
sacrifice of certain other individuals, another member of the 
party replied, “Perhaps so, but I think it has ‘just grown up 
among- us/ ” 

I have been wondering if this does not represent a rather 
prevalent type of thinking. These good folk usually belong to 
what is known as “the cautions and careful group ” They con¬ 
gratulate themselves on the fact that “they never do anything 
rash or extreme.” But when in the process of time, they arrive 
at a conclusion which was “rash” when some other mind 
reached it ten years before, it becomes to them a very “isane 
and safe’ conclusion. Is an automobile which runs at low 
speed necessarily safer than one which travels more rapidly? 

But to the other question: Did Protestantism “just grow 
up among us?” Did the sowing and sacrifice of Martin 
Luther make no definite contribution to the liberties which 
Protestants now enjoy? Did the spirit of liberty expressed 
in the Declaration of Independence “just grow up”? Did the 
Declaration and Address of Thomas Campbell, which em¬ 
bodied the principle of liberty to love all Christians, have 
nothmg to do with the growing tendency towards Christian 
unity. Did the ripe harvest of grain which the far mer reapis 
just grow up”? .Or did the man who plowed, harrowed and 
sowed make the crop possible to the farmer when he came 
along ten months later? 

It seems to me that some one once said something about 
the necessity, of sowing, even in tears, and that the seed must 
die before the harvest could “grow up” and be reaped. There 
is also something about reaping what we sow, implying that 


“The Christian and War” 

Editor The’Christian Century: 

SIR. Those who undertake to answer this question specify- 
cally have not been wanting since apostolic days, and although 
everyone has used the same data, the gospels, varied conclu¬ 
sions have been arrived at from that day to this. Sects have 
been founded on some one saying of Jesus interpreted as an 
irrevocable commandment, a touchstone of Christianity. The 
literal interpretation of the words of Jesus have led to various 
theories of which the best illustration is the persistent asser¬ 
tion of the imminent second coming of Christ now nearly 
nineteen centuries after be re reported to have said, “And be 
shall send forth his angels with a great sound of a trumpet 
and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. . . . This generation 
shall not pass away till all these things be accomplished." 

From this we have learned to interpret the sayings to con¬ 
form to what our judgment tells us must have been meant, 
for we have scarcely even now arrived at the point of ques¬ 
tioning the accuracy of the reporters. If we are justified, 
then, m explaining away “Take no thought for the morrow,” 
and “If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from 
thee,” we have thereby established a right also to put inter¬ 
pretations upon the general manifestations of the character of 
Jesus, and the consequent requirements of his followers by 
way of imitation. 

It comes under the head of vain imaginings, in my opinion, 
to seek for definite answers to the question, “What would 
Jesus do if he were with us today?” and to make our answers 
serve as guides to what we ourselves should do. We have no 
right to take Jesus out of his own earthly setting and dictate 
out of our unwisdom what he should do in the modem world. 
He taught and healed, the latter, miraculously, but that does 
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not indicate that we should do the same. Mr. Page in his 
article on “The Christian and War” in a recent issue of The 
Christian Century, well says that Jesus laid down “no defi¬ 
nite program of overcoming the evils of his day,” and that 
“He left it to each Christian to decide his actions under 
given circumstances,” and yet he does not hesitate to lay 
down a definite program himself for Christians to follow in 
regard to war. 

The character of Jesus has been idealized along certain lines 
until it has in many minds lost completely its virility. It 
surely is a mistake to make him emasculated, lacking in force, 
an example of mere negative goodness. Christianity must not 
make the character of its founder an excuse for becoming a 
“mere mush of concession.” 

iResistant qualities are admirable and even what is known 
as Christ-like. I have heard men extolled as being Christ- 
like because they “hadn’t an enemy in the world.” Christ 
had many enemies. He made them deliberately. He even 
called names, hypocrites, offspring of vipers, serpents, whited 
sepulchers. 

A man who is not physically vigorous, enduring, and even 
strenuous lacks much of perfect manhood. The moral and 
physical softness produced by a thorough and rounded out 
non-resistance is sufficient cause for renouncing the doctrine 
along with “taking no thought” and “plucking out the eye.” A 
nation seriously committed to non-resistance commits itself to 
decadence and final oblivion. 

Mr. Page says, “The Christian in every age has had to de¬ 
cide to whom supreme loyalty should be rendered, to self, 
to family, to tribe, to nation, or to the Kingdom of God," 
but he himself decides that the Kingdom of God comes first, 
the nation next, and the family last of all. 

That is rather cold blooded, but fortunately they are seldom 
so put before us for decision. The Kingdom of God is so 
much a matter of theory, so apt to be vague and abstract, that 
a 'Christian or any other man does well to fight for his country 
in order to protect his family, which is what we have a country 
for, and so prove his loyalty to the Kingdom of God. 

I always had a great scorn for Lot who proposed sending 
his daughters out to the mob so that he might save his guests, 
men or angels quite able to look out for themselves. Was 
such a man as Lot worth saving? One’s country is simply 
one’s family on a larger scale and as- to loyalty to the King¬ 
dom of God, can one be loyal to it at the price of the appar¬ 
ently lessen loyalties? 

“Thou hast been faithful over a few things; I will make thee 
ruler over many things.” 

War is bad, but not yet the worst thing conceivable. It is 
one of many evils and at times we find ourselves confronted 
by a choice of evils. It is bad to have the fire company drench 
your carpets and ruin the piano, but not so bad as to have the 
house burn down and the neighbors’ houses also. 

Mr. Page ventures the opinion that the Christians in Belgium 
or in England should not have gone to war in 1914. Then 
logically neither should the Christians in France or Italy or 
America, and so the Germans might have had a glorious 
triumph over all those countries and imposed thier “kultur” 
on a supine world. 

Fortunately, however, it did not go that way, and Germany 
who went out under the motto, “Forward with God,” met the 
resistance of “brave little Belgium” (Mr. Page can’t resist the , 
encomium) and the other brave peoples, even America, and 

“The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold, 

And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold, 
******* 

And the might of the Gentile unsmote by the sword 
Melted like -snow in the glance of the Lord.” 

But when the Germans came on in a similarly resplendent 
manner, it was quite unthinkable that the miracle should be 


repeated for the benefit, of Christians who were either too 
proud or too good to fight but merely said, “Let the Lord 
do it.” 

No, it was as Amos has it, “as if a man did flee from a 
lion and aj bear met him,” or “between the devil and the deep 
sea,” or as Shakespeare tells us, “Thoud’st shun a bear but if 
thy path lay toward the roaring sea thou’dst meet the bear 
” the mouth.” That’s what we did. The Christian and other 
people of Belgium, France, Italy, England and America met 
the bear i’ the mouth. I write this on Armistice Day. 

Colorado Springs. Fonetta Flansburg. 

“Reduced Fares for Ministers” 

Editor The Christian Century: 

SIR: The purpose of this letter is to call you to task 
for your article entitled “Reduced Fares for Ministers ” 

It is very unfortunate that such an article has appeared in a 
religious paper. We ministers do not expect much encour¬ 
agement from secular papers, but we do from those to which 
we give our moral support. Ministers look to such papers as 
The Christian Century for support. I do not think you have 
shown the spirit to help them in the article referred to. 

In accepting half fare from the railroads, and discount from 
business houses, I do not consider myself accepting charity or 
being put in the “privileged class.” It is very commendable on 
the part of these organizations to assist the ministers who are 
the most underpaid among workers. You yourself realize that 
for you reduce the subscription price of your paper fifty cents 
to give them a chance to have it. 

There are thousands of ministers of good standing in their 
denominations who would find it impossible to have vacations, 
attend conventions and conferences, and go on errands of 
mercy had they no such privilege. I cannot see that the rail¬ 
roads lose anything. I attended a meeting in the summer to 
which fifteen hundred ministers came. Think what that meant 
to the railroads and to the merchants in that city. I know 
I could not have gone, and hundreds of others, if I had had to 
pay the full fare. You also complain of the injustice of the 
thing, citing the people as the ones to make up the loss. Is 
the public complaining about the few courtesies ministers re¬ 
ceive? During the war I read a complaint similar to yours 
written by an old theological Nancy in Massachusetts. Don’t 
you'think, Mr. Editor, that the time has come for ministers to 
look after their own interests a little more? They have been 
trying to make life sweeter for every group except the one 
that shapes men’s ideals. 

I use a coupon book, and I hope the roads will continue to 
help us carry on the program of Jesus. If the editors of The 
Christian Century have risen above using a coupon book, let 
them do as they please. Remember this, my brethren, the 
number of ministers sitting in high-priced offices at roll-top 
desks, receiving royalties from books and handsome fees and 
comfortable hotel rooms for a lecture or series of mission 
talks, is indeed small. Most of us have no bank account 
behind us from which we. can draw our traveling expenses 
only to be refilled from contributions from churches the 
country over. 

I gather this from your article: The railroads are more 
anxious to spread the Gospel than the editor of The Christian 
Century. Your article adds weight to the belief of many, that 
clergymen when they get up to independent stations lose sym¬ 
pathy for and interest in the minister farthest down. 

Every minister who reads the article ought to write to the 
Federal Council and urge it to help him secure half spates. 

I have much traveling to do next year in interest of the king¬ 
dom and I need the help. You millionaire preachers can suit 
yourselves, but the majority of us will welcome the continu¬ 
ance of this practice. IRYING K. MERCHANT. 

Cleveland, O. 
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Mr. Kirby Page, Pastor, 

The Ridgewood Church of Christ, 

Forest Avenue and Linden Street, 

Brooklyn, L'ew York. 

My dear Brother Page: 

I regret exeddingly that the pressure of duties in the 
office led me to fail to respond promptly to your letter of November 
first regarding the dedicatory services to be held November 21. It 
was impossible for me to come but I should have let you know immediately. 

Cl have read the copy of your reply to fetr• Muckley and 
appreciate both its spirit and content. While we regret exceedingly 
to lose you from the Ridgewood Church, and feel that your going will 
be a detriment to that institution whose assistance v,re have undertaken 
in a very unusual i;ay because of our confidence in you, under- all 

the circumstancesA think you do well to take the steps you are tak¬ 
ing. ,e shall have.ho face the situation and direct' our effort in 
accordance therewith .J 

I am going to the meeting of the Federal Council in 
Boston, December 1-6 and will probably be in Lew York on December 7. 

If so,I should like very much to see you and Mr. McPherson together 
and thoroughly talk over the future of the Ridgewood Church. 

.Anile I am writing allow me now to thank you very sin¬ 
cerely for a copy of your little book "Something More" and to say 
that I read it with interest, delight and profit. I finished it 
June the sixteenth on the train as I was going to New York to attend 
the meeting of the Interchurch, ^ou have written excellently, your 
material is well assembled and all under the general theme is treated 
with freshness and strength, which, I trust, will secure for the book 
wide circulation and appreciative reading. 

’With sincere regards and hoping to see you in the near 

future, I am 


Very cordially yours, 


President. 


F.IB/m 
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CHAIRMAN 
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TREASURER 


JOHN R. MOTT 


GENERAL SECRETARY 



FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


London, ENGLAND 
November 30, 1920 


Dear Kirby: 

I arrive, as you know, on or about the 17th of December 
on the "Baltic." When I speak in America many will say that 
labor is paid now enormous wages. I must see something of 
•the poverty in New York during the *two weeks I am there. Could 
"you make a preliminary investigation, getting the facts in hand 
so that I can see briefly and quickly, without wasting time, 
some typical worst tenements, evidences of poverty, etc. I will 
lose much time in making inquiries^if no preliminary work is done 
on the matter. 

I am ordering the "Manchester Guardian" and the "Daily Her¬ 
ald" as you suggest-. I saw on Carter's desk the "New Unionism" 
by Budish and Soule,, published by Harcourt, Brace & Co, New York. 
Could you look this over and mark it for me if you think it is 
worth while? 

I meet Mr... Whitley, Psppty Speaker ei the ffluse of Com mons^ 
this afternoon ’TotaTk about the >itley Councils. 



Rev. Kirby Page 

611 Forest Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y 






Aboard JUX.S. "Baltic" 
December 14, 19 £0 


Boar Dr. Mott; 

t &m now ■ n dr way to jynerica 3f*ter visiting ®ifi>hteen of 
wri ncioal S^ntiie? of Surope ana the Soar Bast. I need o.-t tell 
«4 Shit ssenes o' Buffering, hunger, distress. ™»et ™r, and 

5S wrtrthS « m?-Scrh, o.fter vA last si* year, of 

th^ r and it* aftermath. I .find that the trugio experiences of 
*vi. period hare wrought a change in toy own thiofcin n'■ • 

I have 6 been “Sing fir the 'as! twenty-four yearn in the neec* 

of Asia* but in the light of the present world situation, 

I find myself more deeply concerned with the problem in araerics. i 6 
than in any other land. 

d I see it, the groat moral issue in the ,ur taa £*•••« “£* 

ss^sse 

and Jrance. I waB in Jingl.nd last jearapriogthegreat ralluay.trl. , 

Se ft rio U f? e om r toy”?s? ^S/UTSS i.&ttrSS U^dVith- 

in tiir“e m'Oths in our own country. I believe the ao;.t serious rob 
lea before the world today lies behind the sooi-a and industrial un 
rest, ana that some thing must be done to solve it, 

I icnow of no panacea to meet this problem. The aL> 

lif e^“Soci^l^industriai r and i politicait Sa Theee principles I 

in the Beimon on the Mount and eleeuhere, as follows: (1) |ereonallty, 

or U) Res^ai^i 3£«T 

ship }fl "ll lu ed up in thlVll-ioolusive principle of love, realised 
in the Kingdom of God, and applied in the Golden Rule. 

I believe that the solution of our social problem lies in a new 
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hand or Syndicalism os tho oher| ind I die a prove f tho 4 lota tore Kip 
of uy tlsss or indlvlcual, whether Csurli t or Bolshevltt, tbs privi¬ 
leged or unprivileged olaea* 

I m an Aetriui. lOOjb* t bsliove la our eountry, is our govern* 
ieat, and n the jv tI c n people* I believe la evolution, n t In re¬ 
solution, and la the a»plle tion -rf tho Cfcri. tlaa prlnoiplee mentioned 
above by peaceful means In the method 111netrated by Chrlct his celf. 

1 aa not aa extrcmli t—r a not s rad leal ( and 1 bell ve In a vl lent, 
revolutionary mothode. 

Ta all tfc.t I i ay or do I apeak for myself ood not In uny pence 
officially for tho Yeung iles’t Christina ASi'cel&tlon* e J underirt nd 
it, the Association taker no oflelal atoad in matter* of doetrine, 
polltjon, or indnrtry* That, however, uoea not mews that a member or 
aewrot ry f the Movement tut t remain client oa the great moral issue 
of the day. Z could not h ve remained silent i n tie quentl n of elev¬ 
el ry or of lntPmpora.no , and T esnot now remain client on the great 
moral it cue confront log Auer lea and the world la the grot log demand 
of the gx t maee of bu :aaity for social ad industrial justice* 

X undcrct no th t both la jseriou and Gro t sritai •, roughly, 
one-tenth the people oesese aide-tenths of the wealth, and nlne- 

teatle of the popul tlon K vo the romninlng ne-tenth of the wealth* 

Hot only do one-tontb of the pee le po*«ece nine- tenth*; of tho wealth, 
bmt ills privileged elate oeeeeseei tecs eh re of the : lgber edu- 
o tion. the oultun, the leisure, the lar-nai lng oner, ano oct of 
tho ther privll ige* of life* I do not believe that tflu is either 
Just or true to the pr 'iclplec. of oem-ora^y upon vhieh Amerlc i am 
founded* I eoneelvo democracy to apply not nlj to governv^nt, but 
tb it ell of we > 1th, of edu atl n, of leisure, o; culture, f art. of 
society, of industry, of religion— la short, .all f 11 e should be 
for all the people, administered by all the people. In the interest 
of -11 the people* J beli^-a in ve oomocr tio equality o opportun¬ 
ity in life* This la growingly Imp : eltl- under our present eytiem, 
and I believe tb it this growing inequality of extreme wealth on one 
h ad and extreme poverty on the other Is contrary both to the to oh- 
lnge of J^sus an the tru* spirit o t.enoeraoy of -jaorlon* 

I eat, as you know, la a very modest way. myself a eaniti lit t* 

I have known ao finer non oa eurth th n the lnrge-he^rted ad gener- 
uc giver, in A erlea, who hove supported all good causes ut Mss nd 
abroad* I am against ao Individuals nor slssa of mea. but as unhealthy 
end unjust system* 

If at any time/as I ape k and write upbn scolml and Industrial 
questions, ny motion le e vu* of cmVr * sweat to the loternatlanal 
o mlttoe -r to t^c Young Men's tihri ties Ass eolation a; as orgnsisa- 
tl n, I ehll be/ready to resign* I realise that any who onto? this 
sphere, where pasties and prejudice mayJoe running high, face/the 
probability, infused. almost tfcn oort i nty of alnundarstanding and mls- 
resontatlsp, whether lnientleaal or anIntentional* as iyeat r this 
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If at any timet as I speak and write upon social and industrial 
questions, my action is a cause of eiobsraeement to tire international 
Committee or to thV Young Men’s Christian Association as an organisa¬ 
tion, I shall to ready to resign. I realise that anyone^who enters' 
this sphere, where<paeblon and prejudice may he running high, faees 
the probability, indeed, almost the certainty of misunderstanding 
and mlereure;. a ptution , r - he - thor int onti . nu l-o r u n i ntentional^ _48_ 
ft t- r r :- t agfe -wagl:. it, »e clear sente of .jib,# c .11 1 Cod 

with which I en' ay "ork in Asia, twenty-four years ago* 


While in Jerusalem recently. I spent one evening in the Garden 
of Gethsemaae on the slopes of the Mount of lives* I had spent the 
morning in the Temple Area, reading through the Gospel story afresh, 
and I bad Journeyed from the birthplace in Bethlehem to the spot out¬ 
side tie city wall "here Christ was crucified. It seemed to me on 
that night that I could see Quite clearly before rae the dark shadow 
of a oroes; and ae I enter this work, it is with the clear call of 
Christ, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me*” "Blessed are ye when nan ehall re¬ 
proach you, and persecute you, and Bay all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake." It is in this spirit that I desire to enter 
upon the work of social and personal evangelism in -America at this 
time. 


Very sincerely yours. 


Dr. John R. Mott, 

Y.M.C.A. , 347 Madison v?c. t 
Hew York City. 


















